Entertainment licensing – guidance on works or requirements which may be necessary 

As part of the application process, we may ask for remedial work to be undertaken at your premises, if we feel it is necessary to bring the building up to a suitable standard before a licence can be issued. 
For example, this might involve taking measures which could, in the event of a fire, protect the public, staff and performers on your premises, as well as the contents of the building itself. 

Depending on the condition and layout of your premises, you may be required to carry out work in the following areas: 
Fire-resisting construction

Fire-resisting separation will be a minimum half-hour construction, unless otherwise stated.

Where suspended ceilings are not 1/2 fire-resisting, fire-resisting partitions must be carried up to structural ceiling height.



Fire-resisting glazing

Where glazing is provided in elements of fire-resisting construction, you should refer to PD6512 Part 3 - Guide to fire performance of glass (or an equivalent European standard).


Doors

Where fire doors are required, they shall have a minimum of 30 minutes integrity, be fitted with self-closing devices, have 1.5 pair of steel hinges, intumescent strips and be capable of resisting the passage of smoke at ambient temperature. 

‘Fire door - keep shut’ notices must be fixed to all fire doors.

Doors which form part of escape routes must open, upon pressure, in the direction of the exit. Fastenings are not permitted, unless by agreement with the council.

Final exit doors must be free from fastenings, other than panic bolts, while entertainment is taking place.

Doors fitted with panic bolts must have the words ‘push bar to open’ painted or fixed to them in letters of 50mm (2”) in height. They must have sign marked ‘fire exit – keep clear’ attached to the outside of the door.

Where you plan to provide security systems which override the manual operation of any escape or exit door, proposals should be submitted to us for approval before the premises are occupied.



General and escape lighting

All parts of your premises must be provided with adequate means of illumination.

Except unless otherwise permitted by the council, those areas to which the public have access, and all routes of escape for performers or staff, shall be provided with illumination from two independent sources (normal and emergency).  

Each should be installed so that a fault or accident arising on one system will not jeopardise the other. 

In addition, each source shall comply with Institute of Electrical Engineers (IEE) regulations and BS5266 (or an equivalent European standard as appropriate). 
All escape corridors and staircases must be illuminated while entertainment is taking place.

Emergency lighting should be of three-hour duration and comply in all respects with BS5266 (or an equivalent European standard). Local fusing and phase monitoring should be introduced.

For ‘self contained’ type luminaries, power should be derived from the local lighting circuit. If a ‘central battery’ type system is used, circuit failure detection and switching equipment must be incorporated.

All existing emergency lighting installation and fittings (where applicable) should be retained and serviced to comply with BS5266 (or an equivalent European standard). 
Emergency lighting levels in the premises should achieve a minimum luminance of:
· O.2 lux in clearly defined corridors and stairways

· 1.0 lux in function rooms and undefined escape route areas. 

General and escape lighting in each area of the building must be connected to the same circuit.


Fire alarm systems

The fire alarm system must comply with BS5839 (or an equivalent European standard).

It should have operating call points positioned as indicated on drawings, at a height of 1.4m (4’ 6”), and be capable of being operated without exposing the operator to undue risk.

(BS 5839 requires the provision of automatic detection system in certain instances). 
Call points must be easily accessible at all times.

Warning must be distinctive - the audible or visual indication must not be capable of being confused with any other warning devices normally heard or seen on the premises.

Where the provision of entertainment means that it is not possible to hear the fire alarm, warning device arrangements should be made to ensure that the operation of the fire alarm system will over-ride any PA system. 

Proposals, in such instances, shall be submitted to us for approval.

You should also provide a general fire information notice (N1) at all call points.


Exit signs

All exit and emergency signs should be either illuminated by the lighting or emergency lighting or should be self-contained lit emergency exit signs. 

Maintained signs of three hours duration must be fully illuminated at all material times and comply with BS 5266 and BS 5499 (or an equivalent European standard). 
Legends on exit and emergency exits signs shall comply with BS 5499 (or an equivalent European standard) and the Health and Safety (Safety Signs and Signals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1996.

Exit and emergency exit signs must be illuminated at all times when the premises are being used for entertainment.

Where local control of exit signs is required, ‘key’ type switching may be used, subject to approval by the council. Other switching arrangements in public areas are not permitted.

All existing exit signs (where applicable) should be retained and serviced to comply with BS5266 and BS5499 (or an equivalent European standard). 


Portable electrical equipment

All portable electrical equipment used in connection with entertainment must be protected by residual current devices having a nominal tripping current of 30mA.



Walls and ceiling linings

Routes of escape and circulation areas should be Class 0, Licensed function areas, Class 1 surface spread of flame.  

Reference should be made to BS 476 Part 7: 1971 and Part 6: 1968 and Building Regulation Technical Booklet E - Internal fire spread – linings - or an equivalent European standard.


Furnishings, fabrics and decorative features

Furnishings, fabrics and decorative features (including drapes and artificial foliage), whether permanent or temporary, should be non-combustible, inherently non-flammable or durably flame-proof material, or treated by an approved contractor and certified to a standard acceptable to the council.

Furnishings, fabrics and decorative features should not be provided within enclosed escape routes (other than foyers) unless made from non-combustible materials.

Drapes should not be provided in front of exit doors or across escape routes.

Only textile floor coverings, together with any underlay, tested in accordance with BS4790 (or an equivalent European standard), shall be used.

Carpets should not restrict the opening or self-closing action of fire doors.



Portable fire-fighting equipment

All extinguishers and other first-aid fire-fighting equipment shall comply with BS5423 and BS5274 (or an equivalent European standard). 
It is recommended that extinguishers installed in any one building should be standardised in shape and appearance and have the same method of operation.

Proposals for the provision of the fire-fighting equipment should be submitted to the council for approval.


Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)

If liquefied petroleum gas is being considered for any use within the premises, consult the council in advance regarding the installation and siting of the vessels containing the LPG.


Oil-fired boiler (including storage) 
Oil-fired boilers within the premises should be separated by fire-resisting construction of a minimum of two hours duration.


Sanitary accommodation

Adequate sanitary accommodation must be provided for patrons, staff and performers in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Model Terms -Technical Requirements 1988.



Noise

Noise arising from entertainment must be controlled to prevent people in the nearby area being unreasonably disturbed. 

Where non-openable, acoustically-glazed windows are needed, mechanical ventilation fitted with a suitable noise attenuation system should be provided, subject to the satisfaction of the council.


General

All passageways, gangways and doors which form part of an escape route should be kept free of rubbish and obstructions at all times.

When an entertainment licence is granted, the maximum number of persons permitted on the premises will be as detailed in the documents which come with the licence. 

These numbers may reduce if fixed seating or other design features are altered. 
