Members’ directory

Members of Belfast City Council (showing political affiliation in June 2010)

Balmoral Electoral Area

(Blackstaff, Finaghy, Malone, Musgrave, Upper Malone, Windsor)

Cllr Thomas Ekin 


ALL 

Tel: 028 9020 1714

Cllr Bernie Kelly 


SDLP 

Mob: 077 1093 1323

Cllr Niall Kelly 


SDLP 

Tel: 078 2873 3125

Cllr Jim Kirkpatrick 


UUP 

Tel: 028 9260 1100

Cllr Ruth Patterson 


DUP 

Mob: 078 1012 0553

Cllr Bob Stoker 


UUP 

Mob: 078 7635 8893

Castle Electoral Area

(Bellevue, Castleview, Cavehill, Chichester Park, Duncairn, Fortwilliam)

Cllr David Browne 


UUP 

Tel: 028 9077 1757

Cllr Patrick Convery

Lord Mayor (until June 2011) 
SDLP 

Tel: 028 9028 9380

Cllr Ian Crozier 


DUP 

Mob: 077 0297 4892

Cllr Mary Ellen Campbell  

SF 

Tel: 028 9074 0817

Cllr Cathal Mullaghan 

SDLP 

Mob: 07962 115777

Cllr Lydia Patterson 

DUP 

Tel: 028 9071 7072

Court Electoral Area

(Crumlin, Glencairn, Highfield, Shankill, Woodvale)

Cllr William Humphrey

Deputy Lord Mayor

(until June 2011) 


DUP 

Tel: 028 9074 4008

Cllr Brian Kingston 


DUP 

Tel: 028 9077 4774

Cllr Frank McCoubrey 

IND 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

Cllr Elaine McMillen 

UUP 

Mob: 077 2070 9405

Cllr Hugh Smyth OBE 

PUP 

Tel: 028 9032 6233

Laganbank Electoral Area

(Ballynafeigh, Botanic, Rosetta, Shaftesbury, Stranmillis)

Cllr Michelle Bostock 

UUP 

Tel: 028 9024 5801

Cllr Deirdre Hargey


SF 

Tel: 028 9024 3194

Cllr Patrick McCarthy 

SDLP 

Mob: 077 1164 4275

Cllr Peter O’Reilly 


SDLP 

Tel: 028 9064 6622

Cllr Christopher Stalford 

DUP 

Mob: 07791 317310

High Sheriff

Lower Falls Electoral Area

(Beechmount, Clonard, Falls, Upper Springfield, Whiterock)

Cllr Janice Austin 


SF 

Tel: 028 9062 6670

Cllr Breige Brownlee 

SF 

Tel: 028 9050 8989

Cllr Steven Corr


SF 

Tel: 028 9062 6670

Cllr Tom Hartley 


SF 

Tel: 028 9050 8989

Cllr Jim McVeigh


SF 

Tel: 028 9050 8989

Oldpark Electoral Area

(Ardoyne, Ballysillan, Cliftonville, Ligoniel, New Lodge, Waterworks)

Cllr Danny Lavery 


SF 

Tel: 028 9074 0817

Cllr Nichola Mallon 


SDLP 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

Cllr Conor Maskey 


SF 

Tel: 028 9074 0817

Cllr Gareth McKee


DUP 

Tel: 028 9071 7072

Cllr Gerard McCabe 

SF 

Tel: 028 9074 0817

Cllr Fred Rodgers 


UUP 

Mob: 077 5900 8383

Pottinger Electoral Area

(Ballymacarrett, Bloomfield, Orangefield, Ravenhill, The Mount, Woodstock)

Cllr May Campbell 


DUP 

Tel: 028 9087 8587

Cllr Philip Robinson


UUP 

Mob: 07711 844554

Cllr Máire Hendron 


ALL 

Tel: 028 9065 0052

Cllr John Kyle 


PUP 

Tel: 028 9022 5040

Cllr Margaret McKenzie 

DUP 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

Cllr Gavin Robinson 

DUP 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

Upper Falls Electoral Area

(Andersonstown, Falls Park, Glencolin, Glen Road, Ladybrook)

Cllr Tim Attwood 


SDLP 

Tel: 028 9080 7808

Cllr Matthew Garrett


SF 

Tel: 028 9080 8404

Cllr Emma Groves


SF 

Tel: 028 9080 8404

Cllr Caoimhín Mac Giolla Mhín 
SF 

Tel: 028 9080 8404

Cllr Gerard O’Neill 


SF 

Tel: 028 9080 8404

Victoria Electoral Area

(Ballyhackamore, Belmont, Cherryvalley, Island, Knock, Stormont, Sydenham)

Cllr Ian Adamson OBE 



High Sheriff 



UUP 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

Cllr Wallace Browne,

Lord Browne of Belmont 

DUP 

Tel: 028 9065 7785

Cllr Mervyn Jones 


ALL 

Tel: 028 9047 3420

Cllr Laura McNamee 

ALL 

Tel: 028 9047 2004

Cllr Robin Newton MBE 

DUP 

Tel: 028 9045 9500

Cllr Jim Rodgers OBE 

UUP 

Mob: 078 0188 2478

Cllr David Rodway 


DUP 

Tel: 028 9032 0202

ALL - Alliance

DUP - Democratic Unionist Party

IND - Independent

PUP - Progressive Unionist Party

SDLP - Social Democratic and

Labour Party SF - Sinn Féin

UUP - Ulster Unionist Party

Visit www.belfastcity.gov.uk/councillors for more information on your local councillors.

In this issue
Welcome to the March - June edition of City Matters.

In this issue we celebrate 100th anniversary of the launch of the Titanic and the skill of the craftsmanship involved in making this iconic ship. Read all about our Titanic 100 Festival. Our Celebrated citizen, Una Reilly,

is the chairman and co-founder of the Belfast Titanic Society.

Discover her plight to spread the word about Belfast’s role in the Titanic. There’s a special rates pull-out in our centre pages, providing you with all the information you need on what your rates pay for, how your bill works and who to contact with any queries. 
In our green section we focus on reducing Easter waste and there are even a few handy recipes in case you happen to have any leftover chocolate to use up! With spring in the air, find out how to go about spring cleaning your community. And if you are visiting any open farms, you’ll find some tips on how to stay safe.

Our seniors section includes information on an energy care scheme for older people and free leisure centre facilities.

Many of you will have encountered frozen pipes during the big freeze this winter, we give you advice on house insurance in our consumer advice section.

And finally, don’t miss our four page guide to Belfast events.
Have any comments or queries about City Matters? Call us on 9032 0202 ext 6280 or email corporatecommunications@belfastcity.gov.uk
New High Sheriff
Councillor Ian Adamson was sworn in as the new High Sheriff of Belfast

on 20 January, replacing Councillor Christopher Stalford.

Councillor Adamson, who is the present Chairman of the council’s Health and

Environmental Services Committee, has been representing the Victoria area of east Belfast since May 1989.  He was Lord Mayor from 1996 to 1997 and received an OBE in the Queen’s Honours List in January 1998.

He is also the Honorary Historian of the Ulster Unionist Party, founding  Chairman of the Somme Association, President of the Ullans Academy and a Board member of the Ulster-Scots Agency. He received an Aisling Roll of Honour Award in 2008.

Gary Moore

1952 – 2011

Belfast’s music community was shocked by the sudden death, at 58, of guitarist Gary Moore, on 6 February.

Born in East Bread Street, Moore was one of the most acclaimed musicians of his generation. He started playing guitar at 13, and found fame with Thin Lizzy in the 1970s.

Over the last 30 years, he enjoyed a hugely successful solo career, with Top 40 hits like ‘Parisienne Walkways’, ‘Out In The Fields’ and ‘Still Got The Blues’.

Sunday market to continue

Following a successful Sunday opening trial period, the Sunday Market at St George’s Market will continue until at least January 2012. 
The Sunday Market is open from 10am until 4pm. It combines the offerings of the traditional Friday Variety Market with the Saturday’s award-winning City Food and Garden Market, but there is also that something different with a special emphasis on local craftsmanship.  
Products on sale include specialty foods, handmade jewellery, antiques, arts and crafts. There’s also live music from local bands and solo artists to keep you entertained.  
The Market Link bus operates 11am to 3.15pm each Sunday.
Exceptional closures

Please note that there will be no Sunday Market on the following dates due to special events:

• Sunday 20 March 2011

• Sunday 24 April 2011

• Sunday 29 May 2011

For more information on St George’s Market call 9043 5704 or go to

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/stgeorgesmarket

Recycling opening times

Our recycling centre hours have changed. The centres are now open at the following times:

	Day
	October – March
	April - September

	Monday
	8.30am - 5.30pm
	8.30am - 5.30pm

	Tuesday
	8.30am - 5.30pm
	8.30am - 5.30pm

	Wednesday
	8.30am - 5.30pm
	8.30am - 8pm

	Thursday
	8.30am - 5.30pm
	8.30am - 5.30pm

	Friday
	8.30am - 5.30pm
	8.30am - 5.30pm

	Saturday
	9am - 5pm
	9am - 5pm

	Sunday
	12noon – 5pm
	12noon – 5pm


 

For more information on our recycling centres call 0800 032 8100 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/recycling

Short listed businesses announced

Businesses across Belfast will be commended for their fine achievements at the hotly contested and highly anticipated Belfast Business Awards next month.

We’re hosting a Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony in the City Hall on 14 April.

Once again, the standard of entries was exceptionally high making the job of the independent judging panel even more difficult.

The awards cover all sectors of the business world including:

• Best Creative Industries,

• Best Business Expansion,

• Best Green Business,

• Best International Trade links, and

• Best City Hotel.

Companies will also be recognised in areas such as Best Corporate Social Responsibility and the Best Innovative Use of IT.

And we’ll be acknowledging the success of local entrepreneurs through the Best Young Business Person of the Year Award and Best New Business.

Belfast City Council organises the Belfast Business Awards with support from Belfast City Centre Management. Principal sponsor of the awards is Victoria Square, which is also the sponsor of the Belfast Champion award category.

For a full listing of short listed businesses for each of the 21 categories go to

www.belfastbusinessawards.com or call 90242111
For more information or to buy tickets for the awards ceremony visit www.belfastbusinessawards.com or call 9024 2111.

Only in Belfast 

We took to the streets of Belfast city centre to ask people where their favourite place is in the city to bring visitors.

Jane Quinn from Londonderry said:
“Belfast Castle as it has stunning views and offers a lovely walk.”

Dorothy McCullough from Belfast said: 
“St George’s Market because I love all the different stalls and it’s great

for picking up souvenirs with a difference.”

Alan Milligan from Downpatrick said:

“The Pump House as it gives people a taste of the Titanic.”

Beatriz Valler from Mexico said:

“I’m visiting on holiday and I’ve just done the Belfast Bus Tour which

gave me the opportunity to see so much of Belfast.”

Ernest Purvish from Belfast said:

“The Late Night Art Tour which runs the first Thursday of every month is

great for people interested in culture.”

For more information on things to do in Belfast in 2011 click www.gotobelfast.com or call the Belfast Visitor and Convention Bureau on 90246609
You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Developing our pitches

Over the last year we’ve been developing a draft playing pitches strategy.  The strategy will help us to decide how we will:

· make informed planning decisions about pitches and measure the impact of these decisions;

· identify opportunities for financial support and investment in our pitch facilities; and 

· plan the delivery of sports development programmes.

As part of the process, we sought views from the public on the draft strategy. We are now looking at this feedback and we will take the comments and suggestions on board where we can.

For more information on our draft playing pitches strategy call 9091 8779 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/sportspitches
P-P- Pick up a picnic!
We’ve appointed new caterers at Belfast Zoo and they are busy with plans to refurbish and rebrand the catering services and facilities there.

The newly opened Percy’s Picnic Pitstop at the entrance of the zoo is a kiosk where you can pick up all your picnic essentials including:

· hot and cold drinks,

· soups,

· sandwiches,

· confectionary,

· ice cream, and

· picnic baskets.

We are also planning to relaunch the main restaurant at the zoo and we’re in the planning stages of replacing and rebuilding the Mountain Tea House.

Keep up to date with all the news regarding catering and new available packages at www.belfastzoo.co.uk or for more information call

9077 6277.

New arrivals

In February the zoo welcomed three young Rothschild’s giraffes to its existing herd. The new additions are:

· Daisy, a two year old female, from Givskud Zoo in Denmark;
· Sandsteen, a two year old female, who was born and hand-reared in Dublin Zoo; and
· Finn, a three year old male, from Fota Wildlife Park, in Cork.

Rothschild’s giraffes are part of a European breeding programme and

these three animals are extremely important to the programme, considering

that Rothchild’s giraffes are one of the most endangered of the nine subspecies of giraffe!

There are high hopes that, after their Valentine’s Day arrival, ‘love is in the air’ for Daisy, Finn and Sandsteed and keepers are hopeful that they will soon hear the pitter patter of tiny hooves!

For more information on what Belfast Zoo is doing to support conservation,

call 9077 6277 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk/conservation
Celebrated citizen – Una Reilly

Una Reilly is chairman and co-founder of the Belfast Titanic Society. She works hard to promote the iconic ship’s connection with Belfast – both locally and on an international scale. 

Although she now lives in Bangor, Una was born in Belfast and educated at St Dominc’s and then Queen’s University. She went on to become a physics teacher, but despite the scientific nature of her career, she always had an interest in the history of the Titanic.

This interest was probably sparked off by her family history. Her great grandfather John Arthurs worked in Harland & Wolff shipyard in the early 1900s and lived off Divis Street in west Belfast

“He may or may not have worked on the Titanic,” says Una. “There’s no way of knowing for sure as the records were broken down by area and not by the ships themselves. In the 1911 census, my great grandfather was categorised under his trade of ‘cabinet making’.”

Una also talks about a wooden hexagonal chessboard which has been passed through her family over the generations.

“We call it ‘the Titanic chessboard’ as it’s made from old pieces of wood from the shipyard,” she says. “Its beauty and craftsmanship have always intrigued me.”

Una’s chessboard is just one example of what’s known as a ‘Harland & Wolff homer’. She believes that there is a “people’s museum” out there in homes across Belfast and beyond, where people are treasuring handcrafted artefacts from the shipyard.

Family connections aside, it was in 1987 when Ballard discovered the wreck of the Titanic that Una’s passion for the ship truly ignited 

“The rest of the world got very excited,” she explains. “But on all the news coverage and subsequent programmes and movies, there was hardly any mention of Belfast.”

“The ship was built here in Belfast. She was such a fine example of our local skill and craftsmanship and we should be proud of that. What happened to Titanic was a disaster, she was not. We must never forget that over 1,500 people lost their lives, but we can’t blame the ship itself.”

“No-one here seemed to talk about the Titanic at that time,” explains Una. “Some may have put this down to shame, but I believe that it was sorrow,” she says.

Although 2012 marks the 100th anniversary of the ship’s sinking, significantly, this year marks the 100th anniversary of its launch.

“While the rest of the world will commemorate next year, only Belfast can use 2011 to celebrate the building of the ship and mark our shipbuilding heritage,” says Una.

“It took three years to build the Titanic,” she continues. “She sailed away from here on 2 April 1912 and 13 days later she was gone, so she was with us for longer than she was anywhere else.”

“Aside from Noah’s Arc, the Titanic is probably the most famous ship in the world; and she belongs to Belfast,” adds Una. 

It was the late John Parkinson who inspired Una to set up the Ulster Titanic Society (as it was then known) and take her interest further. His father had helped to build the Titanic and he had seen the ship himself on three separate occasions. John told Una how, for the very first time, he had witnessed his dad crying when news came back of the ship’s demise.

Belfast man, John Parkinson was president of the Titanic Society and his two aims in life were to tell the world about Belfast’s role in the Titanic story and to reach 100 years of age. Sadly, he passed away in his hundredth year, so just missed out on the latter, but his Titanic legacy lives on.

Today the Belfast Titanic Society has around 250 members internationally with 30 to 40 people attending the regular meetings. 

The members work hard to put Belfast on the Titanic story map, linking in with schools, museums, councils and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board as well as giving talks throughout the year at various conferences. 

They hold 10 meetings each year and on 2 April, they host a dinner dance where everyone enters into the spirit by dressing up in period costume. This year’s annual dinner takes on special meaning as it forms part of the Titanic Convention to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the ship’s launch on the 31 May 2011. People are travelling from as far a field as Australia and America to attend.

“We are inviting everyone to join us in celebrating and acknowledging the sheer skill, hard work and craftsmanship that went into the Titanic as only Belfast can!” concludes Una.

For more information on the Titanic Society go to www.belfast-titanic.com or call 9145 6565.

For further information on the Titanic 100 Festival, contact the Belfast Welcome Centre on 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/titanic
Avoid egg-cessive waste

We throw away around 8,000 tonnes of extra waste each Easter. Most of this comes from Easter egg packaging, cards and food waste. And over half of this excess waste comes from Easter egg packaging alone. 

According to a poll carried out several years ago by the Advisory Committee on Packaging, 59% of adults agree that Easter eggs are overly packaged. 

But by following a few simple steps we can all reduce the amount of waste we produce this Easter:

· Don’t rush out to buy Easter eggs. Think about giving alternative gifts this year.
· If you are buying eggs, look out for those with reduced packaging and no plastic.
· Opt for packaging made from recycled materials.
· Recycle cardboard packaging in your blue bin or kerbside box. You can recycle foil in your kerbside box or at one of our recycling centres. 
· If you’re cooking a family meal, only buy as much food as you need. 
· Use leftovers to make another meal.
· Recycle your food waste using your kitchen food waste caddy if you have one.

· Recycle your bottles and cans at home or at your recycling centre. Remember not to put glass into your blue bin.

To find out what can be recycled and where, call 0800 032 8100 or go to our A to Z directory of recycling at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/recyclingatoz
Leftover chocolate treats

If your house is coming down with too much chocolate this Easter, why not use up any leftovers in these delicious treats. It’s a great way of sharing uneaten chocolate with friends, colleagues or neighbours and tempting you away from finishing it all yourself. It’s also a fun activity for all of the family.


Chocolate chip cookies (makes approximately 20 cookies)
Ingredients

· 250g porridge oats 

· 125g dark chocolate drops or broken up chocolate 

· 50g blanched almonds, chopped 

· 75g roasted hazelnuts, chopped 

· 125g soft brown sugar 

· 2 eggs 

· 125g softened butter 

Instructions

1. Preheat oven to in a 200°C or gas mark 6.

2. Mix the dry ingredients in a big bowl. 

3. Beat the egg and mix into the dry ingredients, followed by the butter, stirring until a chunky dough forms. 

4. Use your hands to make small circles out of the dough and place on a non stick baking sheet. 

5. Bake for 15 minutes. 

  

Chocolate brownies (makes approximately 20 brownies)
· 200g dark chocolate

· 125g softened unsalted butter 

· 225g vanilla sugar

· 2 eggs 

· 1 egg yolk

· 4 tbsp freshly made instant coffee

· 150g plain flour

· 1 tsp baking powder

· Pinch of salt

· Handful broken walnuts

Instructions

1. Preheat oven to 180°C or gas mark 4.

2. Line the base and sides of 30x22cm roasting pan with foil.

3. Melt the chocolate.

4. While the chocolate is melting, cream the butter and sugar until light and fluffy.  Add the whole eggs and the egg yolk, continuing to mix.

5. Stir in the chocolate and coffee.

6. Sift the flour with the baking powder and salt.  Fold into the mixture together with the walnuts.

7. Spoon the mixture into the tin and bake for 20-25 minutes.

8. Leave to cool in the pan, then cut into squares.

Healthier option

For a healthier option why not buy some fresh fruit and treat your family or friends to a chocolate fondue party!

It’s easy being green

In this edition we speak with Malcolm Morgan, Pastor of City Church in Belfast to hear how he has been spreading the ‘green news’ in the church and local community. 

Malcolm is passionate about caring for the environment and feels that it is our duty to protect it for future generations to enjoy.   

City Church is a non denominational Christian church in the Holylands area of Belfast. With 29 years of experience and a mission statement of ‘Following, loving, growing and going’, the church is seen as leading the way when it comes to local environmental protection issues.  

“Being in the heart of the Holylands area, much of our work involves students. Throughout the year, we lead community clean-ups with students to help clean their local area,” Pastor Morgan explains. 

“On St Patrick’s day, a team of church workers, students and council officers collected empty glass bottles for recycling. We managed to fill a wheelie bin of glass bottles every half hour,” he adds.

City Church also owns the awarding-winning coffee shop, Common Grounds where most of the produce is Fairtrade and sustainable. 

“All of the profit raised from the shop is donated to community projects in the less developed world,” says Pastor Morgan. “It also supports the local community by preparing meals for asylum seekers and the homeless community.”  

This month saw the launch of the church’s Street Pastor project in which a team of people take to the streets to help reduce antisocial behaviour. We are also involved in this project along with the Police Service of Northern Ireland, Belfast City Centre Management and other churches in the area. 

“We’re hoping that the presence of the street team will help to create a calming effect in the community,” explains the pastor. 

City Church is also taking part in our ‘Eco Faith’ environmental project for Belfast faith groups. This involves working through modules to become an accredited Eco Faith organisation. 

The modules covered include:

· waste, 

· energy, 

· education and 

· community involvement 

This project is open to all faith groups across Belfast, if you would like more information please contact Naomi Palmer on 0800 032 8100 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/beinggreen

Glass recycling
Glass is an excellent material for recycling as it can be recycled again and again with no loss of quality.

This reduces the demand for raw materials and the recycling process uses

much less energy than producing new glass from raw materials.

You can recycle glass jars as well as bottles at your local bottle bank or your

kerbside recycling box if you have one.

But don’t forget that you cannot put glass in your blue bin.

What happens next?

· Step 1 - Glass bottles and jars are collected from bottle banks and kerbside boxes

· Step 2 - The glass is separated into different colours using high tech sorting equipment

· Step 3 - The sorted glass is sent to a factory to be melted down and made into new glass packaging

· Step 4 - The recycled bottles and jars are shipped off to be filled with food or drinks

· Step 5 - Once they have been emptied, the glass bottles and jars can be recycled again

Use the ‘Find my nearest’ section of our website at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/nearest to locate your closest bottle bank.

Dangerous buildings

Our Building Control Service works with the Northern Ireland Housing Executive to make sure that buildings in Belfast are safe.

Although the owner or occupier of a building is responsible for keeping their

building in a good state of repair, there are many unsafe properties across the

city, particularly buildings which are open and vacant. These could be a danger to the public.

When we become aware of a dangerous structure one of our building control surveyors inspects it to assess the danger. If there is a danger, we will take steps to remove it, including issuing a legal notice asking the owner to remove the danger.

From now on, while working to remove the danger, we will put up a warning sign on the property itself or on any fencing or hoarding around the property. 
These signs will warn passers-by of the danger, and advise them to stay away from the property for their own safety.

If a sign appears at a property near you do not panic! If there is any immediate danger or threat to you or your property, we will inform you and take quick action.

If you have any concerns about dangerous structures or want to report one, please contact our Building Control Service on 9027 0650, email buildingcontrol@belfastcity.gov.uk or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol

For buildings or structures that may be immediately dangerous outside office

hours you can call our emergency phone on 07850 499622.

Replacing your boiler?

Old oil or gas boilers are likely to be unreliable and will cost more to run than a modern energy efficient boiler. Replacing your old boiler with a new one can reduce your fuel bills and also reduce your home’s carbon emissions.

Recent changes to the Building Regulations mean that all new and replacement oil and gas boilers must be energy efficient condensing boilers. 
Condensing boilers are more energy efficient than conventional boilers as the otherwise wasted heat from flue gases is extracted, using heat exchangers, and used to help heat the water in your central heating system.

So, if you are getting new central heating or a replacement boiler make sure you get an energy efficient condensing boiler that complies with the current

regulations. Don’t allow a substandard cheaper boiler (they may still be available in some builders’ suppliers and DIY stores) to be installed in your home as it won’t be cheaper in the long run.

And make sure you apply for Building Control approval - we are here to help make sure you get a safe and energy efficient central heating system in your home. You need Building Regulations approval for:

· installing new heating appliances;

· upgrading an existing central heating system;

· replacing a boiler;

· converting an existing central heating system (for example from

· solid fuel to oil); and

· maintenance work such as fitting a new flue.

For more information contact the Building Control Service on 90270432 or

visit our home improvements section at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol

For buildings or structures that may be immediately dangerous outside office

hours you can call our emergency phone on 07850 499622.

If you have any concerns about dangerous structures or want to report one, please contact our Building Control Service on 9027 0650, email buildingcontrol@belfastcity.gov.uk or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol

The Big Spring Clean
We are supporting Tidy Northern Ireland’s ‘Big Spring Clean’ which is taking place from 8 to 17 April 2011. Anyone can get involved by organising a local cleanup and it’s a great way to show that you care about your local community.

We spend £11 million every year picking up litter in Belfast, but the more we can do to try to change behaviour in the first place, the better.

This is your chance to show litter louts that you care about your city and that

their behaviour is unacceptable.

When you have selected a group of volunteers from your school, community or business and you have identified the area you want to clean, simply contact us on 9032 0202 ext 5240.

We will arrange to deliver cleanup equipment such as litter picks, shovels, brushes and gloves. Where possible, we’ll collect the litter items that you pick up during your cleanup.

You can also register your ‘Big Spring Clean’ event at www.tidynorthernireland.org

Free cleanup kits for schools

Our young people are leading the way as eco heroes. We’re often asked to provide help to schools who are carrying out a community cleanup.  

So we’ve produced free cleanup kits for all schools in the Belfast area. This kit contains:

• litter picks,

• high-visibility vests

• gloves, and

• a risk assessment sheet.

To take advantage of this offer or to book a free interactive anti-litter workshop, please contact our Community Awareness Team on 9032 0202 ext 5379 or email catcleansing@belfastcity.gov.uk
‘Litter Buster winner’ 

Competition is hotting up in our Facebook game, Litter Buster. This monthly contest, which runs until the end of April 2011, challenges players to bin as much litter as possible and progress through the various levels.   

Michael Lynch topped the leader board in December and Katarzyna Soika won in January with a score of 4700. Both win a £50 Victoria Square gift card.

By using social media such as Facebook, we hope to engage our target audience and remind them about our campaign message, ‘Littering. It’s not a good look’.  

If you are over 18 and think you can beat the winning score, log on to our Facebook page and go to the Litter Buster tab to play. Under 18s can play for fun on our website at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/litterbuster
For a full list of winners go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/antilitter 

Win a talking bin

 

We’ve developed new anti-litter story for young children, and are carrying out story readings across Belfast schools.

Schools who register for a story reading session before 1 June 2011 will be invited to enter a colouring in competition (up to year 3). The winning entry will win a talking penguin-shaped bin for their playground. This bin is a novel way to reinforce our anti-litter message. 

 

For more details contact our Community Awareness Team on 9032 0202 ext 5379 or email catcleansing@belfastcity.gov.uk

 
Divis Street Mural

Last month saw the unveiling of an exciting new mural in the hallway of

Divis Community Centre. The art piece, funded by community organisation,

Jigsaw NI, depicts the old Divis flats in west Belfast. Jigsaw NI works with adults with varying disabilities. Artist Shauna McCann involved these local participants to help create the mural. Some of the tiles were also placed by local children who attended Divis Community Centre. The central piece of the mural is made from ceramic, while the borders are ceramic relief and mosaic. The borders illustrate the broad range of activities within the community centre including:
• boxing,

• judo,

• Irish and salsa dancing,

• afterschool clubs, and

• activities for seniors.

“I thoroughly enjoyed the project and people came from west Belfast and beyond to take part,” commented, Geraldine Malone, who helped with the project. “It brought back a lot of memories about what the old Divis flats on the Falls Road used to look like,” she said.  Fellow participant Cecilia Donnelly added, “Since starting this project I have gained so much. It has given me a lot of confidence which I didn’t have previously.”

Artist, Shauna McCann had nothing but praise for those who took part.

 “It was such a worthwhile experience for those involved,” she said. “It is a mixed ability group, but we made use of everyone’s skills and everybody contributed to the overall piece.” Jigsaw members had lots of praise also for the whole staff team based at Divis Community Centre.

For more information on the mural, contact Jigsaw NI Manager, Clare Lagan, on 9031 9054. To find out more about what’s on at our community centres, call 9027 0346 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/communitycentres

Can you dig it?
We’re opening three new community gardens in Glenbank Park, Suffolk Park and Lenadoon. And we’re looking for people ready to get their hands dirty and get involved.  
A community garden is a shared project, where people from all age groups, abilities and backgrounds come together to grow their own fruit, flowers and vegetables. It is a feature that many can enjoy and benefit from.  Gardening helps to keep you physically active as well as being a great stress reliever.  
Working on a gardening project within your community is also a good way to meet new people, learn new skills and help to improve the appearance of your local area. And what’s more, you get to take home the fruits of your labour!  And if the success of our existing community garden in Waterworks Park is anything to go by, there will be crop aplenty. Community gardeners there produced so many vegetables, that they were able to take their share and then give some out to local residents.  
Our staff will work with the community volunteers to create and maintain the enclosed gardens, which will be locked up when they’re not in use to keep them secure. This Project is supported by the European Union through the

European Regional Development Fund ‘Investing in your future’

If you would like to get involved, contact our Parks Outreach Manager on 9032 0202 ext 3641 or email parksinfo@belfastcity.gov.uk

Creative Legacies

Over the past year, more than 1,800 people across the city have been benefiting from our Creative Legacies programme.  
The main aim of this project has been to tackle sectarian and racist attitudes by developing shared cultural space through creative projects.  
As well as strengthening overall community relations, the scheme has helped to develop the participants on a more personal level. For some, it has helped to build their self-confidence, while others have gained new creative skills. It has also helped to increase their understanding of other cultural traditions.  
Creative Legacies has proved to be a really effective way of reaching and engaging people in disadvantaged areas and those who feel marginalised from society.  One of the creative outcomes is a 100ft mural on the work of John Hewitt, which is on display on the Peace Wall. And five new pieces of public art are also being created at the following locations:
· E3, the new Belfast Metropolitan College campus which will be built on the Springfield Road, Ballymacarrett Recreation Centre,
· Lavinia Square on the Ormeau Road,
· Brown’s Square on the Lower Shankill, and
· North Queen Street Community Centre.
But it’s not just about art pieces, the programme extends to creative performance as well. Drama projects have included:
· a colourful period costume performance on the Black Mountain,

· innovative youth plays exploring the issue of sectarianism, and

· a performance of Gamelan music by people with disabilities.
Creative legacies is supported by the European Regional Development Fund under the PEACE III programme, which aims to reinforce progress towards a peaceful and stable society and promote reconciliation.  Call into the City Hall between 24 March and 14 April to see an exhibition of the Creative Legacies projects.

To find out more about how to get involved in the arts in your local area, call 9027 0325. For more information on the Creative Legacies Programme go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/culture

On the rise
Construction work is underway on Rise, Belfast’s new landmark sculpture which is due to be finalised in the late spring.  
The sculpture, which will sit on one of the main approaches to the city at Broadway Roundabout, will stand at 37.5m tall.  
We’re helping to fund Rise along with the Department for Social Development, the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, and the National Lottery. And around 85% of this funding is being reinvested in Northern Ireland through the use of local workers and contractors.
To find out more about this and other culture and arts projects call

9091 8734 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/rise

Iconic masts
 
You may have noticed the eight copper sculptures in Donegall Place. These feature masts have been developed as part of the Department for Social Development's 'Belfast: Streets Ahead' project.
 

They have been influenced by Belfast's industrial heritage, the linen industry and our maritime traditions. 
 

Each one will be enhanced with strip lighting, sail-line banners, which the Northern Ireland Tourist Board helped to fund, and will be branded with the name of a significant White Star Line ship built by Harland and Wolff.
 

For more information on the masts and the Belfast Streets Ahead project

go to www.dsdni.gov.uk/belfaststreetsahead or call 9027 7636.

Active Communities

We’ve teamed up with Sport NI to launch a four year sports programme called Active Communities. It aims to make the city more active by providing free sports and physical activity classes. 

The scheme is particularly targeting seniors, people with disabilities and females.

This city-wide programme will be running in leisure centres, community centres, school halls and church halls. 

Belfast Community Sports Development Network and Disability Sports NI are responsible for delivering the classes and have brought 22 new coaches on board.

Although classes are all free you must register first. Call into or contact your local leisure centre or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/activecommunities to register.

Anyone for tennis?

With summer fast approaching and the annual Wimbledon tournament coming up, why not test your tennis skills at the Belfast Indoor Tennis Centre and Ozone Complex?  

At the Indoor Tennis Centre and Ozone Complex we offer over 50 coaching classes a week for junior and adults, from beginner to advanced level.  So whether you fancy yourself as the next Andy Murray or you can’t tell the racquet from the ball you’ll find a course to suit you.  And you don’t need a partner to join in the fun. 

If you’re already a keen player you’re welcome to join our weekly tennis league. The league offers a simple way to improve your game; compete against players with different levels of ability and skill; and meet other players. 

The next block of tennis courses are due to start on 3 May and will run for 8 weeks. To register, please contact the Indoor Tennis Centre and Ozone Complex on 9045 8024 or indoortenniscentre@belfastcity.gov.uk
You can find course timetables and more information on the centre at www/belfastcity.gov.uk/leisurecentres/tenniscentre 

Chinese masterchefs crowned

Our second Chinese Masterchef competition took place in February. The winners were:

· Stephen Guo from Tao Noodle Bar at the University of Ulster on York Street (Restaurant category), and 
· Colin Lai from the Taste of the Orient takeaway on the Upper Newtownards Road (Takeaway category).
The chefs were asked to cook a dish that was marked on taste, nutrition and hygiene.  All competing chefs had taken part in our nutrition training. Judges included Irish News food critic, Daryl Greer and dietician Grainne McMacken.
For more information and healthier recipe ideas call 9032 0202 ext. 3387 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/takeaway
Win two night break

Top of Form

The Belmore Court and Motel is giving away a two-night hotel break for you and a guest, including continental breakfast. 

Situated in the heart of Enniskillen, this is the perfect location to explore the sights and sounds that Fermanagh has to offer.  

The Belmore Court offers 30 modern, superior and executive bedrooms and with a choice of double, twin, triple and family rooms. Finished to the highest of standards, these rooms offer a new level of luxury, space and style.

Of for something a bit different, you could choose to stay in the stylish Belmore Motel. Dating back to the 1950s, this building comprises eight original townhouses that have been tastefully converted into 30 quality apartments. Guests still have full use of the facilities in the Belmore Court. 

Where is the Belmore Court?

(a) Enniskillen


(b) Belfast


(c) Armagh

Terms and conditions

Only one entry per household. No Belfast City Council or Belmore Court and Motel employees may enter the competition. You must live within the Belfast City Council electoral area to enter. The prize is a two night stay plus continental breakfast, subject to availability. Prize does not include transport to the venue, evening meals or alcohol.

Enter by 22 April 2011. The winner will be notified by 3 May 2011. There is no alternative to the prize. Our decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Full terms and conditions are available on request.

Please ring Belfast City Council on 9027 0533 and state that you are ringing to enter the competition in City Matters.  Give your answer, name, address and telephone number.
We hope you have enjoyed City matters and welcome your comments.  If you have any comments to make on this edition of City Matters or any of the services provided by the Council please take this opportunity to make them.  Please tell us what type of stories and features you would like in future issues
Belfast City Council complies with the Data Protection Act 1998.

The personal information you provide on the entry form will only be used to respond to you about this competition.

Exclusive offer for City Matters readers

To receive a 10% discount at the Belmore Court and Motel book online at www.motel.co.uk inserting ‘enniskillen’ into the promotional code area.  Or call 028 66 326 633
*Subject to availability

Hamper winner

Congratulations to David McQuillan who won a hamper of goodies from

St George’s Market in our November-December edition of City Matters.

And the winner is...
Congratulations to Chris Love who won £200 worth of vouchers for sports

retailer, Decathlon in the January-March edition of City Matters.

Understanding your rates
Below inflation increase on rates
Despite yet another challenging year, we’ve been able to strike a rate which falls well below inflation.
Our 2.95% rate is significantly lower that the 4% rate of inflation, which represents a cut in real terms and is the second lowest rates rise in the

past ten years.
The new district rate means that the average weekly increase will be:

· 14p per week for a terrace house,

· 22p per week for a semi detached three-bedroom house, and

· 39p per week for a 4-bedroom detached house.

The regional rate (set by the NI Executive) currently accounts for 55%

of your rate bill while the district rate (set by us) makes up the remainder.
When the NI Executive sets the regional rate it will be combined with the district rate and Land & Property Service (LPS) calculates your bill according to the net increase.
When setting the district rate, we consider the rates income forecast for the current year by LPS. In October LPS told us that figure would be £575,000 less than anticipated, but just before we were due to set the rate, we found out that the actual figure was £3.5 million less than anticipated. This has had a major knock on effect for our 2011-12 financial plans.
So considering this unexpected challenge, we’re satisfied that we’ve still managed to come in with a rate that’s just over one percent below inflation.
This rates section will outline how we spend your money, how we are working

for you and what you are actually paying for. It also provides information on how your rate bill is calculated and getting help with your rates.

Working for you
Creating a cleaner, greener, safer and healthier city continue to be our priorities, but it is vital that we continue to invest in the future of our city despite the difficulties we face.
Our support for iconic projects such as the Lyric and Mac Theatres along with the Connswater Community Greenway and the Titanic Signature Project, amounting to £16 million, is vital.
These projects will boost local arts and tourism and have a positive impact on our economy. Our investment will help leverage £153 million of funding into the city from private and public sources.
The 2011-12 rate will also allow us to invest £15 million in a range of capital schemes across the city.
We’re also making savings internally. Our departmental budgets have been reduced and council staff received a zero per cent pay increase in 2010-11. That level of pay restraint looks likely to continue.
Despite the savings, we’re continuing to deliver a high quality standard of front line services and focussing our savings on back office support services.

Our ratepayers are rightly demanding value for money during these testing financial times. As a council we are fully committed to providing efficient and effective services.
Over the past five years, we have achieved efficiencies of around £9 million and a further £3 million will be targeted in 2011-12, giving a total of £12 million.
We offer a support service to our communities, particularly during events such as the recent water crisis. We also continue to help businesses during these difficult economic times.

What do my rates pay for?
Last year your rates helped us to meet and exceed a lot of our targets and improve our services in many areas. Here are some of our key achievements.

· More than 650,000 visits to our four recycling centres and two civic amenity sites 
· Emptying over 7 million wheelie bins and carrying out over 46,000 free bulky household waste collections
· Cleaning over 3,900 streets per week
· A record breaking 302,000 visits to our zoo, with the highest ever monthly visitor numbers (over 70,000) in August 2010 

· Over 2 million visits to our 10 leisure centres with over 300 fitness classes a week 

· 180,000 visitors to Belfast Castle and Malone House and over 1,000 events and functions 

· 1,400 referrals for our Healthwise scheme (an increase of 40% from 2009)
· Over 570,000 visits to our 22 community centres (an increase of 22% from the previous year 

· Over 1,500 children attending 21 council-run summer schemes in our community centres
· St George’s Market being nominated for the Radio 4 ‘Best Food Market’ and being named as one of the top markets in the UK by the Guardian newspaper
· Carrying out 2,028 inspections in relation to smoke free compliance
· Recycling 36,000 tonnes of waste
· Organising 97 community cleanups More than 1,100 children learning to swim through our weekly ‘Make a Splash’ programme
· Distributing £2.83 million of grant aid to local community groups
· Delivering 1,100 free home safety checks 

· Registering 4,367 births, 1,335 marriages and conducting 67 civil partnerships
· Encouraging you to save £146,340 worth of oil stamps through our Be Warm savings stamps scheme
· Investigating over 5,000 noise complaints 

· Helping 1,725 companies and entrepreneurs through our business programmes
· Attracting around 400,000 people to Belfast Waterfront and The Ulster Hall
· Driving more than 160,000 visitors to our website each month Increasing the recycling rate from 3% in 2003 to 27% in 2009
· Promoting and helping to coordinate the Belfast City Marathon which attracted around 400,000 people
· Entertaining over 100,000 people at our outdoor events in our parks
· Encouraging over 600 people to recycle clothing through our ‘Stitch and Style’ workshops
· Generating an estimated £55 million into the economy through Belfast Waterfront
· Installing 24 alley-gates bringing the number citywide to 245
· Responding to 13 emergencies including the snow, ice and water crisis
· Achieving the national Green Flag standard for Cavehill Country Park and Musgrave Park
· Running the Continental Market at the City Hall with an estimated 630,000 visitors generating around £21.8 million to the local economy
· Organising 11 large scale civic events, attracting around 1.3 million people benefiting the city’s economy by an estimated £18 million 

· Continuing to promote Belfast as a tourism destination, with a record 9.3 million visitors coming to Belfast, generating £451m for the local economy
· Improving overall street cleanliness and enhancing main arterial routes
For more information on our council services and facilities go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/atoz  or call 90 320 202
Where we get our money from

We get our money from three key areas:

· Rates – from householders and business.

· Grants – for example from central government.

· Fees and charges – money received for services like leisure services, waste disposal and building control.

Total spend £168.7m

Financed by:

· District rate: £126.4m

· Fees and charges: £17.6m

· Grants: £12.9m

· Other: £11.8m

How your rate bill is made up
Your rate bill is made up of two parts:

1. The regional rate currently accounts for 55%

2. The district rate currently accounts for 45%

The regional rate - set by the NI Executive

The regional rate element is used to fund these regional public services, which are delivered by the NI Executive. This is used to pay for services such as:

· education,

· health,

· emergency services,

· housing,

· roads, and

· water and sewerage

The district rate - set by your local council.

The district rate element goes towards the council services and facilities that we provide including:

· collecting and disposing of waste,

· cleaning the streets of Belfast,

· indoor and outdoor leisure facilities,

· parks and recreation areas,

· regulatory and licensing services,

· community development,

· developing the economy, and

· supporting tourism and the arts.

How your rate bill is calculated
Domestic rates are calculated as follows:

*Rateable capital value of your property x (regional rate + district rate) = rates payable

*The rateable capital value is based on the assessment of your property’s value on the open market on 1 January 2005.

Help with your rates

Land & Property Services (LPS) is responsible for collecting rates. If you have difficulty paying your rates, you should contact LPS immediately by telephoning 101. They will review your circumstances and may be able to discuss alternative payment arrangements with you.

Early payment discount

If LPS receives one full payment by 6 May 2011, you qualify for an early payment discount of 4% on occupied domestic properties. You must allow

a minimum of five working days for your payment to reach LPS.

Spreading the cost

If you set up a direct debit, you can spread the cost of your rate bill over 10 months. Simply call 101, Textphone 18001101 or download a direct debit application form at www.nidirect.gov.uk/rate

Reliefs and exemptions

A range of reliefs and exemptions is available for domestic ratepayers

including:

• pensioners living alone

• people with a disability

• people on a low income
In the last edition of City Matters, we referred to a rate relief scheme for students. This scheme drew to a close in December 2009. Most students do have to pay rates but some (such as those with disabilities or with children) may be eligible for rate relief subject to a means test.
For more information call 101 or go to www.nidirect.gov.uk/rates

Please note - From 1 October 2011 full rates will be charged on empty homes.

Further information

For queries about your rate bill go to www.nidirect.gov.uk/rates or contact LPS

By telephone: Dial 101 (All calls cost 10p)

Dial 028 9151 3101 if outside NI or unable to access 101

In person: LPS Belfast Office, Londonderry House, 21–27 Chichester

Street, Belfast, BT1 4JB

For more information about district rates contact our Financial Services Section on 9050 0532 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/rates

Stay safe on farm visits 

Visiting an open farm or agricultural show is a great fun and educational way to get children out in the spring and summer months. If you don’t get out to one, farm staff sometimes bring a selection of animals along to local schools, community groups and shopping centres.
But these are environments where children can get up close with germ-carrying animals. 
Remember these few simple things and you can enjoy your visit and help to keep you and your children safe from E. coli O157 (often referred to simply as E-coli) and other infections that may be found on open farms. 
Pregnant women need be particularly careful and should especially avoid contact with lambs and their droppings.

Do not:

· put hands on faces or fingers in mouths while petting animals or walking round the farm.

· kiss farm animals or allow children to put their faces close to animals.

· eat or drink while touching animals or walking round the farm. This includes not eating sweets, crisps or chewing gum and don’t eat anything that has fallen on the floor.

· use gels or wipes instead of washing hands with soap and water. Gels and wipes do not remove E. coli that is in dirt.

Always:

· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water after you have touched animals, fences or other surfaces in animal areas and before eating or drinking.

· remove and clean boots or shoes that might have become soiled and clean pushchair wheels. Then wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water.

· supervise children closely to make sure they wash their hands thoroughly.

· eat and drink in picnic areas or cafes only.
For more information go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/healthandsafety or call 90 319 605
Safer Belfast Plan 2011-2012               

The council-led Belfast Community Safety Partnership has launched a Safer Belfast Plan for 2011 to 2012.

 Through this plan we want to show you how the partnership will tackle the main safety issues that you’ve told us are your greatest concerns:

· antisocial behaviour,

· alcohol and substance misuse,

· hate crime, and

· fear of crime.  

The plan outlines some of the key projects that we will deliver in the coming year including;

· street-based youth outreach,

· youth awards,

· alleygates,

· community safety wardens,

· off-licence and bar staff training,

· city centre ‘nite zones’,

· good morning projects for older and vulnerable adults,

· advice and support to victims of hate crime

· CCTV, and

· neighbourhood watch.

It also outlines how we hope to distribute funding through our small grants scheme as well outlining our plans to tackle key issues such as on-street drinking and community tension.

Through these projects and by working closely with local communities and other statutory, voluntary and community groups, we hope that we can make a positive impact on the quality of life for local residents.

For more information call 9027 0469 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/communitysafety 

I spot with my little eye

Over the next year, we will be surveying the wildlife in our parks. We need to know what plants and animals are there so that we can take better care of them.

We will be sending our results to CEDaR (the Centre for Environmental Data and Recording) at the Ulster Museum who are recording this information. 

You can get involved too. Many of you visit parks regularly and recording what you see - from birds to butterflies or from badgers to bumblebees could greatly add to their work.

Recording species helps determine their status and whether they are under threat. Species which are common today may be gone tomorrow, and changes to plants and animals can alert us to underlying problems with the environment.  

Recording what you see can be fun and interesting. You don’t need to be an expert and help is at hand at www.ispot.org.uk where specialists will help identify what you see.

Even things you think ordinary may be special. A new species to the UK was discovered when a member of the public loaded a picture of a fly onto the website. We may get an equally exciting discovery in Belfast, so get spotting!

For more information on biodiversity in Belfast and to record wildlife, call 9072 6345 ext. 6652 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/biodiversity

    
Cemeteries of Belfast
Ever wondered what lay beyond some of our oldest graveyard walls? Ever wondered who was buried in the ancient plots? We have just produced a new free booklet about Belfast’s public cemeteries.
We want to encourage people to visit them and discover their fascinating

heritage and the wealth of wildlife that resides there. The gravestones, memorials, hedgerows and mature trees all offer nesting sites to numerous birds and mammals.
Even a casual walk through our cemeteries reveals much about the city’s social history, its citizens and in particular the families that played a

vital role in the political, cultural and professional life of Belfast over the last few centuries.

Famous citizens of Belfast are buried in our cemeteries, including:

· Sir Edward Harland (of H&W shipyard),

· Robert and Henry Joy (proprietors of the Newsletter),

· Barney Hughes (master baker),

· William Nicholl (local artist) and 

· Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon.

To get a copy of the booklet, call 9027 0296 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cemeter

The booklet includes many interesting facts about our cemeteries including:

· Friar’s Bush Graveyard is thought to be the oldest

· Christian burial site in Belfast, dating back to the 18th century 

· It contains a mound known as ‘Plaguey Hill’ containing the mass graves of hundreds of victims of the 1830s cholera epidemics.

· A watch tower was constructed in the Shankill Graveyard in the 19th century to protect family graves from body-snatchers.

· The remains of an ancient rath or fortified settlement, dating back to the Iron Age or early Christian age, can be found in Roselawn Cemetery.
· The oldest legible headstone in Knock Burial Ground dates back to 1644. 

· The sculpture of Queen Victoria in the Shankill was carved in 1897 to celebrate her diamond jubilee.

Online cemeteries archive
 
We have developed an online burial records search facility for Roselawn, Dundonald and Belfast City Cemeteries.

 

Work began on this project in 2006 and involved transferring approximately half a million individual records from old paper based records to our new online records.

 

Each burial record contains information such as:

· full name of the deceased,

· age,

· sex,

· date of birth,

· last place of residence,

· date of burial,

· cemetery they are interred in,

· grave section and number, and

· type of burial. 

 

We’re hoping that the service will be useful to a range of people from Belfast and beyond. So whether you’re tracing your family history, carrying out larger genealogy or historical searches, or trying to locate a grave, check out the burial records search at www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords
 

For more information on our cemeteries call 9027 0296 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cemeteries

Tree survey
Trees may be good for our health, but we also need to look after the health of our trees. We are currently carrying out a health and condition survey of all trees within our parks.

During our survey, we may identify some trees as decayed or potentially dangerous.
Unfortunately we have already found several mature beech trees at Barnetts Demesne which show extensive internal damage caused by a wood decaying fungus. This has left these trees in an unsafe condition and means we will have to cut them down.

We will be planting twelve semi-mature trees oak trees in their place and we have invited local schools to get involved with this.
We try to recycle and create woodchip from any tree surgery we carry out and trees that we have to cut down.
We then use this woodchip as mulch for shrub beds and woodland paths.

For further information contact our Woodland and Recreation Unit on 9032 0202 ext 3434.

Trees make an important contribution to our environment and landscape and Belfast has a rich variety of trees, including:

· birch 

· Scot’s pine 

· whitebeam 

· rowan 

· horse chestnut 
· sycamore

ParkLife 2011

Don’t miss the closing date for our ParkLife photographic competition, for your chance to win a share of £1,000 in prize money provided by Bloomingdale Nurseries Ltd.

All entries must be received by 4pm Friday 20 May.

For full details call us on 9027 0467 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/parks
Youth Forum columnist - The city’s alive

Martin Denvir is the runner-up of our Youth Forum Columnist competition. His prize was to write a one-off article for City Matters. Here he writes about his passion for music and how Belfast inspires his musical aspirations.

This city’s alive; it’s got a beat. A beat you may hear around the Cathedral Quarter when you are out and about – it’s the sound of the Oh Yeah Music Centre and it keeps the city ticking.
This venue is a vital space for up and coming bands. It’s also a place where our Northern Irish music legends are remembered in a museum which is part of the Belfast music tour. I’m talking musicians like Snow Patrol, The Undertones, Stiff Little Fingers and Rory Gallagher.

If you’re interested in learning how to sing or play an instrument, you can find out about one of the many music schools in the city by going to any music shop.
Once you’re good enough to gig and fancy a bit of the action, why not look for musical opportunities or get a band together with the help of websites like

gumtree.co.uk or fastfude.org
As well as the Oh Yeah Music Centre, there are many other rehearsal spaces

around - King Street Arts and Blackstaff Studios are just a few.

There could be great times in store for you especially at the gigs with screaming crowds and seeing your songs come to life.
After that there’s potential for an album, that’s a bit like my story, “a better tomorrow depends on today”.
Go and learn something new this year before it’s too late. I want to leave you with a few words and that’s “hurry up and do it”!

For details on the Youth Forum call 9050 0521 or go to www.belfastcity.gov/youthforum

Young heroes

Before Christmas we asked you to nominate young people for our Community Safety Young People’s Awards. This was a chance to recognise young people within your area who have helped to improve local safety through community work.
We presented the awards in the City Hall at the beginning of March. This year’s main award for Outstanding Achievement (in partnership with Youth Justice Agency) went to Joseph McCall and Sean Rooney from St James Swifts Football Team. 

These two young men formed a football team in the St James area of Belfast. They were keen to create positive weekend activity for young people in the area to divert them away from antisocial behaviour.

They managed to organise fundraising, secure football kits and make some successful funding applications. They also engaged the local community and there are now two successful football teams up and running in the area.  

For details of all our award winners go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/ypa or contact Aileen Turley on 9027 0469.

Roots of Empathy

We’re helping to deliver an international Roots of Empathy programme to schools. 

The scheme is designed to help reduce aggression and bullying in primary school children and improve self esteem.

The Public Health Agency is rolling it out to 28 schools across Belfast and South Eastern Trusts. One of our play workers, Jenny Hughes is involved with taking the programme to schools in north Belfast.

Empathy is about understanding another person’s feelings and seeing things from their perspective. Evidence shows that if this is not developed in childhood, it can become more difficult to develop later in life. So Roots of Empathy aims to educate children about empathy at an early stage.

It encourages social skills, emotional development and mutual respect among children and has also been shown to reduce aggression levels. 

For more information on the programme contact Play Development on 9027 0470 or go to www.rootsofempathy.org
Energy care for older people
Belfast based gas company, Phoenix Supply recently relaunched its Energy Care Scheme, which offers extended benefits to vulnerable and older customers who have specific needs.
The scheme is set up for customers who are:

· 60 years of age or over, 

· disabled (including those who are deaf or blind), or chronically sick.

The additional services available include:

· a free annual gas safety check,

· provision of special controls and adaptors,

· information provided in alternative formats including Braille,

· specialist advice, and

· a password and nominee scheme.
Bill Carson, Chairman of Age Sector Platform, has given his organisation’s full support to the scheme, saying:
“There are still thousands of local older people out there that are eligible for free initiatives like the Phoenix Energy Care Scheme. We would encourage those who have not yet done so to contact Phoenix and take advantage of the range of free benefits that are on offer to help them”.
If you live in the Greater Belfast area and wish to register for the scheme,

or know of a friend or family member who could benefit, call 0845 900 5253 or write to the Customer Service Manager, Phoenix Supply Ltd, 197 Airport Road West, BT3 9ED.

Active seniors
Staying or becoming active can help the heart and lungs to work more efficiently, help to maintain a healthy weight and keep muscles and bones strong.
Make use of our parks, community centres and leisure centres to get active. Over 60s have free use of our leisure centres up to 11am from Monday to Friday (as long as you have a Boost 60+ card). This includes use of all our swimming pools, fitness suites, leisure classes and other facilities.
Many of our leisure classes are designed specifically for older people, including wellness classes, Seniorcise and tea dance.
To get a Boost card, simply bring identification showing your age (such as a birth certificate or driving licence) to any of our leisure centres.

For information on activities in our leisure centres call in or contact your

local leisure centre or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/leisurecentres

Have your say on health and social care
Are you interested in health and social care issues? Do you want to have your say on the quality of services?
The Patient and Client Council for Northern Ireland is recruiting individuals to its membership scheme.
You can get involved as little or as much as you want. Choose to receive information, fill in a quick survey or take part in regular meetings.
To join simply call 0800 917 0222 or email pccmembership@hscni.net

Befrienders
Belfast Central Mission (BCM) has launched a new initiative, ‘Loneliness

- one hour of my time made the difference’. It aims to alleviate the loneliness felt by older people in the Greater Belfast and outlying areas.
BCM is now seeking more volunteers of any age who are prepared to give one hour of their time regularly to visit an older, isolated person.
If you are interested in becoming a befriender or if you, or someone you know, would be in need of a befriender, please contact BCM on 9024 1917 or go to

www.belfastcentralmission.org

Age NI HandyVan service
Age NI has announced the suspension of its HandyVan service (which we promoted on page 24 of the January-March edition of City Matters). This service offered free home safety and security products and installation for over 60s.
For updated information, go to the Age NI website at www.ageuk.org.uk/northernireland or call 90 245 729
Consumer advice on house insurance
My pipes froze in the recent cold weather and when they thawed, they burst, causing damage to my house.
I rent my house and my landlord has advised me that under my tenancy agreement, he is only responsible for certain repairs. What can I do about my furniture, TV and DVD player which are ruined? My landlord said I should have my own insurance.

When you rent a flat or a house, the law gives you certain rights depending on the kind of tenancy you have. For example, people renting from a private landlord have different rights to people renting from the Housing Executive or a housing association. 
If you live with your landlord or share with other people, you may also have different rights.
You may also have agreed extra rights with your landlord in either a written or verbal tenancy agreement. These can only add to the basic rights you have that come from the law. No matter what your tenancy agreement says, your  landlord can’t take away your basic legal rights.
Housing Advice NI can advise you on your rights and landlord responsibilities.

You can contact them on 9024 5640 or go to www.housingadviceni.org
If the property you rent contains contents or furniture belonging to the landlord, check your tenancy agreement to find out if you are responsible for any loss or damage to these items. If this is the case, you will need to arrange insurance cover. In relation to your own possessions, it is always advisable to get insurance cover for these.
Arranging insurance

Before you take out household or contents insurance, work out the cost of replacing all your possessions so you can decide how much cover you will need.
Ask for quotes from several insurers to make sure that you get the best deal. You should compare the following:

· what each policy covers;

· any ‘exclusions’ such as normal wear and tear;

· the price of the policy or ‘premium’ – this will vary according to factors like your age, your address, how much cover you want and the cost of your possessions;

· the ‘excess’ - the amount that you will have to pay towards every claim;

· any discounts offered;

· the ‘no claims bonus’ - this should increase if you don’t claim and may

· be transferable from one insurance company to another; and

· any additional conditions such as renting out your home or leaving it vacant for long periods of time.

Remember, when you buy insurance, you must give the insurance company as much information as you can about anything that might influence their decision to insure you or how much your policy will cost. And if there are any changes in your circumstances it is up to you to tell the insurer.
Be aware that contents insurance will not cover you for everything. For example, most policies will not cover for:

· normal wear and tear;

· failing to stick to the conditions agreed in your policy (such as leaving your

· house empty for long periods of time);

· any exclusions - these may include specified items like mobile phones,

· bikes, freezer contents, jewellery or other valuables.
If you are underinsured or there is a limit on the value of particular items insured the insurer may only pay part of your claim.
You may not always receive a financial claim. Under the policy, the insurer may provide a repair or replacement item rather than giving you money.
If you need any help or advice in choosing insurance or making a claim you can contact our Consumer Advice Centre on 9038 0596 or email

consumeradvice@belfascity.gov.uk

2011 Deep RiverRock Belfast City Marathon
The Deep RiverRock Belfast City Marathon celebrates its 30th year on 2 May, when 20,000 runners are expected to hit the streets of Belfast. If you want to be part of the momentous occasion, there are a number of ways you can get involved.
If you’re up for a challenge, entering the race would be the perfect opportunity to test your limits. Individuals and groups of all abilities can register for the marathon run, wheelchair marathon, team relay or the fun run. 
Registration is open now until the final cut-off point for entries on Friday 15 April.
For those who cannot participate in the run, why not assist your family and friends and become a volunteer? Volunteers are a vital part of the event and help to make sure that it runs safely and smoothly.
Duties on race day will include route marshalling, directing, and encouraging participants. Volunteers will receive:

· full training,

· a t-shirt and jacket,

· a souvenir race programme,

· a packed lunch on race day,

· an invite to our volunteer’s party

· shortly after the event, and

· a volunteer’s medal.

If you are interested in participating or volunteering or for more information on the official charities (Macmillan Cancer Support and Transplant Sport UK) call the Marathon Office on 9060 5933 or go to www.belfastcitymarathon.com

Test Drive the Arts
We’re passionate about the quality of Belfast’s arts and culture and want to make sure that as many people as possible get to enjoy them. That’s why we’re supporting Test Drive the Arts, an online initiative managed by Audiences NI. 
This scheme provides guest tickets for some of Belfast and Northern Ireland’s best music, opera, theatre, comedy, dance and cultural experiences.
If you’ve never been to the arts before, or haven’t been in a long time, go to www.testdrivetheartsni.org for details of tickets currently on offer. Tickets are allocated on a first come, first served basis, so the sooner you go online,

the better chance you have of securing the tickets you want.

For information go to www.testdrivetheartsni.org 
Literary Belfast
The UK was recently rated the number one world literary destination by Trip Advisor.
And it’s more than just an accolade, literary tourism contributes nearly £2.6 billion a year to the UK economy.
To help capture some of that visitor spend, we’ve been working with Queen’s University, BBC NI and the Arts Council of Northern Ireland to broaden awareness about Belfast’s rich literary tradition.
Together, we’ve developed the following literary experiences:

Belfast Through Writers’ Eyes 
Enjoy Belfast through the eyes of local literary luminaries including Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley, Ciaran Carson and Glenn Patterson in this fascinating collection of online short films.

Literary Tours and Trails

Take a tour from the City Hall, through back alleys and along quiet suburban streets, discovering tales about the finest of our writers.
Literary Events

Experience the best of our local writing through literary events and festivals throughout the year.
Belfast Literary iPhone App

This app will give you access to guest readings by Michael Longley and Seamus Heaney. It is linked to a GPS enabled tour and includes regular podcasts from literary Belfast events.
Poets and Writers Touring Exhibition

This interactive exhibition includes interviews and readings from our writers

past and present. Check out our website for an update on venues. 

These projects have been part-financed from the European Regional Development Fund under the European Sustainable Competitiveness Programme for Northern Ireland administered by the Northern Ireland Tourist Board.

For more information on all of these projects and more call the Belfast Welcome Centre on 9024 6609 or go to www.literarybelfast.org

Belfast’s most famous creation is commemorated in annual festival
Titanic, with all the connotations of luxury, glamour and engineering feats,

provokes a reaction in Belfast from visitors and residents alike.
The story of this amazing ship, designed and built in Belfast, is about

much more than tragedy and lost lives.
Every year Belfast commemorates and celebrates the simultaneously breathtaking and mournful history of its most famous maritime creation in an annual springtime festival.
In 2011 Belfast will be the only city in the world able to celebrate some significant centennial anniversaries connected to Titanic. These include

· the opening of the Thompson Dry Dock (1 April 1911),

· the launch of Nomadic (25 April 1911), and the launch of RMS Titanic (31 May 1911).

To commemorate these significant events the Titanic 100 Festival will take place from 31 March to 31 May. During the two-month festival, a variety of exhibitions, tours, plays, films and special events will take place throughout the city.

During the two-month festival a variety of fascinating Titanic related activities will take place each weekend and over the Easter holiday period (23-26 April) City Hall will be the focal point. Highlights include free bus tours of the Titanic Quarter, free Titanic walking tours, artefact displays and a series of talks, plays, debates and films all Titanic related.
Whatever your interest there will be something for everyone!

The centrepiece of the events programme will be two new major exhibitions:

· The Titanic 100 Festival ‘Titanic 100’, on the lawns of the City Hall, will celebrate the building of the great ship from its inception to launch, focussing on the photography of RJ Welch, the official photographer for Harland and Wolff. ‘Titanic 100’ will open on 31 March and run through until the end of April.

· The second exhibition, in City Hall itself, will open on 1 May and focuses on the story of the SS Nomadic, also launched in 1911, telling her story from construction to the current restoration programme. The Nomadic exhibition also will feature rare artefacts from both the tender and the White Star line.

For further information on the Titanic 100 Festival, contact the Belfast

Welcome Centre on 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/titanic

Belfast Blitz commemorations
This year, we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Belfast Blitz.

During April and May 1941 the Blitz in Belfast caused the deaths of almost

1,000 people and left thousands injured. Outside London, no other city in the UK suffered as much loss of civilian life in a single night.
We have commissioned an exhibition to help us remember this turbulent time. It will explore some of the stories and display artefacts from the Belfast Blitz, as well as images from the local war artist William Conor. 
The exhibition will be unveiled in City Hall on Wednesday 13 April at 7pm. Later that evening, historian, Dr Brian Barton will give a presentation about the Belfast Blitz.
This project is supported by the European Union through the European Regional Development Fund ‘Investing in your future’.
To secure your free ticket contact the Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place, Belfast on 9024 6609. For more information go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cityhall

What’s on 

Your essential guide to Belfast events

March

Reptile display 
19 and 20 March
Belfast Zoo

Learn more about our reptiles with their zoo keepers.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk
Bruiser Theatre Company, Othello

16 -19 March 
Belfast Waterfront

A contemporary take on Shakespeare’s most gripping thriller about the tragedy of love, paranoia, jealousy and murder.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Holi- The Festival Of Colour 
20 March 
St George’s Market

Experience culture, colour and creativity, as ArtsEkta proudly presents ‘Festival of Colours’, a traditional Indian festival which celebrates the arrival of spring. 

Call 9023 1381 or go to www.artsekta.org.uk

Shayne Ward 
22 March 
Belfast Waterfront

The X Factor winner kicks off his Irish tour at the Waterfront.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Steve Steinman’s Vampires Rock 
30 March 
Belfast Waterfront

With a twist of rock, a hint of comedy and jam packed with the greatest rock anthems you know and love, Vampires Rock is a show like no other!

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Belfast Film Festival 
31 March- 14 April 
Various venues

Northern Ireland’s leading film festival, lights up the city’s screens with more

than 130 films from 25 countries. The 11th festival boasts a diverse array of films including Irish and UK premieres, the best in international cinema, a showcase of the latest homegrown talent and screenings from rooftops to the river!

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastfilmfestival.org
St Patrick’s Day

17 March
Parade 
12pm 
Leaving City Hall making its way through the City Centre, finishing at Custom House Square.  
Community groups from all four

corners of the city will join with professional and amateur performers,

musicians and acrobats in the St Patrick’s Day carnival parade.

Concert 
1pm-3pm 
Custom House Square.  
Expect an array of dance and musical entertainment. Traditional band Pure Blarney will rock the house accompanied with a variety of Irish, Highland and Bollywood dancing.  Fame Academy runner up, Lemar,

and X-Factor contestant and 2010 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here winner, Stacey Solomon, will also be performing. The concert is free but entry will be on a first come first served basis.

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events
Opening of new PRONI premises 
30 March 
2 Titanic Boulevard, Titanic Quarter 
The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is re-opening to the public at its new premises in the Titanic Quarter. The spring programme of events includes a ‘Century of Change, Conflict and Transformation’ exhibition.  Call 9053 4800 or go to www.proni.gov.uk 

Titanic 100 Festival 
31 March-31 May 2011 
City Hall and citywide

Belfast commemorates and celebrates the simultaneously breathtaking and mournful history of its most famous maritime creation in an annual springtime

festival. The ‘Titanic 100’ festival will take over two months with a variety of exhibitions, tours, plays, films and special events taking place throughout the city.

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events
April
All details are correct at time of going to press, but we advise you to call in advance to check the details.

Full details of all events are available on www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events or call Belfast Welcome Centre on 9024 6609
Titanic 100 Festival 
31 March-31 May 2011

City Hall and citywide See March for details

Belfast Film Festival 
31 March- 14 April

Various venues 
The Agnew & McAllister Duo 

1 April

The Crescent Arts Centre
Join the duo as they mark their 10th Anniversary with a special return to the Crescent Arts Centre for a concert of beautiful Baroque sonatas alongside exciting contemporary works for Flute and Guitar.

Call 9024 2338 or go to www.crescentarts.org

Ulster Orchestra - Schubert’s Ninth

1 April 
The Ulster Hall

The programme features Beethoven’s Overture: Coriolan as well as Schubert‘s Symphony No.9 in C.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.ulsterhall.co.uk

Mother’s day 2- 3 April 
Belfast Zoo 
Visit Fidda, the Barbary lion or Gladys, the Malayan tapir and learn about the special mothers of the zoo.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

The Legacy of Takabuti 
3 April

Ulster Museum 
John Lynch examines the European ‘discovery’ of Egypt and North Africa and Nicole Mezey considers the impact of Egyptomania. Tickets £10 and £8 concession.

Call 9044 0017 or email colleen.watters@nmni.com

Chekhov’s Shorts 
4 - 5 April

The Crescent Arts Centre

European Arts Company presents a hugely entertaining collection of classic one-act farces by Anton Chekhov.

Call 9024 2338 or go to www.crescentarts.org

Belfast Film Festival: Horror Weekend
1 - 2 April

Belfast Waterfront

A weekend feast of horror, which spans all four corners

of the cinematic world. Films featured include The Whisperer

in Darkness.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Launch of the 28th annual photographic competition sponsored by HB

11 April 
Belfast Zoo

The competition is open to all zoo visitors and photography clubs and will end on 23 September 2011. Cash prizes for best entries.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk/photocomp

City of Belfast School of Music Showcase

12 - 13 April

The Ulster Hall

The bands are represented by the City of Belfast Youth Concert Band, Big Band, Intermediate Band, Junior Band and the Junior Winds.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.ulsterhall.co.uk

Ed Byrne - Crowd Pleaser

14 April

Belfast Waterfront

The master of observational comedy returns with a brand new show. Ed explores subjects and situations he finds frustratingly maddening. Strictly over 16s only.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

City in Flames exhibition

7 April - 30 June

Linenhall Library

An exhibition to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Belfast Blitz.

Call 9032 1707 or email info@linenhall.com

Special senses day

15 April

Belfast Zoo

Our special senses tour for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.

A sign language interpreter is available for the guided tour.

Places are limited so please book.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

Doimnic Mac Giolla Bhride & Griogair Labhruidh Guallaibh A’ Chéile

15 April

An Cultúrlann

Enjoy Irish and Scottish singing traditions with Doimnic Mac Giolla Bhride, resident tutor and Choir Master.

Call 9096 4180 or go to www.culturlann.ie

Ulster Orchestra - Beethoven’s Eroica

15 April

The Ulster Hall The programme includes Bartók’s Piano Concerto No.3 as

well as Beethoven’s Symphony No.3, Eroica.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.ulsterhall.co.uk

14 - 28 April

Belfast Blitz exhibition

City Hall

A two week exhibition to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the

Belfast Blitz. Call 9027 0663
The handy guide whatabout? gives details of events taking place throughout Belfast – from theatre and exhibitions

to comedy and festivals. Pick up your free copy from the Belfast Welcome Centre at 47 Donegall Place or call 9024 6609. You can also go online at www.gotobelfast.com

Belfast Blitz talk

27 April, 1-2pm

Linenhall Library

Mr Ian Montgomery from the Public Record Office will give a talk on the Belfast Blitz.

Call 9032 1707 or email info@linenhall.com

The War Years – archive screening

20 April, 1-2pm

Linenhall Library Northern Ireland Screen will show footage from the Digital

Film Archive covering The War Years in Northern Ireland.

Call 9032 1707 or email info@linenhall.com

‘Wind Voices’ Family Workshop by Breochloch

16 April

An Cultúrlann Come along and make your own bullroarer instrument and

have fun experimenting with prehistoric flutes and whistles.

Call 9096 4180 or go to www.culturlann.ie

Sounds Familiar: People, Place and Poetry

17 April, 7pm

The Wolfson Centre As part of the PEACE III Programme, Building positive

relations at the local level, poets including Elaine Feinstein, Michael Longley and Ben Maier read from their work.

Call 9077 7974

Jedward

26 April

Belfast Waterfront

The boys are back in town! Jedward (John and Edward

Grimes) return to the Waterfront.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Screening of Fires Were Started and The Blitz

16 April

Queen’s Film Theatre Fires Were Started (1943) is a Humphrey Jennings film about a day’s work for a unit of the National Fire Service at the height of the London Blitz. The Blitz (1969) is a children’s documentary made for the BBC’s

Ulster in Focus series.

Call 9097 1097 or go to www.queensfilmtheatre.com

Hope and Glory film screening

17 April

Queen’s Film Theatre

Director John Boorman’s semiautobiographical reminiscences of childhood during the London Blitz form the basis of this 1987award-winning comedy.

Call 9097 1097 or go to www.queensfilmtheatre.com

Titanic 100 Festival

23 – 26 April

City Hall

Four days of Titanic activity. artefacts, storytelling, talks, films and a specially created ‘Nearly True Tour.

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events

Spring Fair

16 and 17 April

Malone House and Barnett Demesne Annual Spring Flower Show including environmental activities, music and entertainment, wildlife displays

and plant and craft stalls.

Call 9027 0467 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/parks
Easter Extravaganza

22 – 26 April

Belfast Zoo

Celebrate Easter with our animal characters and visit your favourite animals at

feeding time.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

The zoo is open every day except Christmas Day and Boxing Day. The price of a family ticket (two adults, two children) is £23.40 (April

to September) and £19.10 (October to March).
For more information call 9077 6277 or go to

www.belfastzoo.co.uk
Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival

28 April - 8 May

Various venues

A quirky selection of cultural gems featuring comedic highlights Jeremy Hardy and Russell Kane, writer Simon Armitage and much more!

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.cqaf.com

World tapir day

30 April to 1 May

Belfast Zoo

Visit the Malayan tapirs at feeding time, learn more about them and get the chance to win prizes. Under 18s can get in free if they come dressed as a tapir or in black and white. Under 16s must

be accompanied by an adult.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

Festival of Fools

28 April - 2 May

Various venues

Two bank holidays; five days of festival; 75 artists from all across Europe, America and Australia; 130 wonderful performances; and 100,000 belly laughs! The 8th international Festival of Fools is a free festival presenting the very best of street theatre and clowning from around the world.

Call 9023 6007 or go to www.foolsfestival.com

MAY

SS Nomadic Exhibition

1-31 May

East entrance, City Hall

Key moments in Nomadic’s history displayed in a series of photographs. Depicting life in the shipyard around the time of construction, its link to Titanic and its recent return to Belfast to be restored.

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events

The Crucible - Arthur Miller

3 May - 5 June

The Lyric Theatre

Arthur Miller’s compelling dramatisation of the hellish Salem witchcraft trials is critically acclaimed as one of the greatest plays ever written.

Call 9038 1081 or go to www.lyrictheatre.co.uk

Miles Jupp – Fibber in the Heat

5 May

Belfast Waterfront

Award winning stand up comedian who has recently appeared in the feature film Made In Dagenham and the BBC’s Mock The Week

and Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow. Strictly over 16s only.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Dylan Moran

10 -11 May

Belfast Waterfront

Searing observations and sumptuous imagery, painted across a large fraying canvas with cruel, curmudgeonly ‘Moranesque’ brush strokes.

Strictly over 16s only. Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Belfast Blitz talk

4 May, 6pm

Linenhall Library

Major John Potter will speak about his personal experiences of the aftermath of the Blitz.

Call 9032 1707 or email info@linenhall.com

Elephantastic weekend

14-15 May

Belfast Zoo

Learn more about our Asian elephants. Enjoy keeper talks, elephant feeding times and enter our special elephant competition to be in with the chance of

winning a unique prize.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

The 3 Bs: Ball, Barber and Bilk

17 May

Belfast Waterfront

A special three band jazz extravaganza! Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen, The Big Chris Barber Band and Mr Acker Bilk and his Paramount Jazz band.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

The Wiggles Greatest Hits

19 May

Belfast Waterfront

Join Jeff, Anthony, Murray and Sam as well as their Wiggly friends, Dorothy the Dinosaur, Captain Feathersword, Wags the Dog and Henry the Octopus.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Andy Parsons – Gruntled

25 May

The Ulster Hall

Andy Parsons will be holding nothing back in his performance, but will he mention his underpants in mayonaisse

discovery? Strictly over 16s only.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.ulsterhall.co.uk

Snooker Legends

27 May

Belfast Waterfront

An evening of snooker, laughter and nostalgia with Jimmy White, Dennis Taylor, John Parrott, John Virgo, Cliff Thorburn and Michaela Tabb.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

Yhetto’s birthday

14 May, 2pm to 4pm

Belfast Zoo

Come along and celebrate Yhetto, the Asian elephant’s= 34th birthday from 2pm to 4pm.

Highlights include a sing-a-long, face painting and birthday cake.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

Belfast Waterfront Family Weekend with Belfast Children’s Festival

21-22 May

Belfast Waterfront

Family friendly arts activities, including a Baby Rave, face painting and circus performers.

Call 9033 4455 or go to www.waterfront.co.uk

African culture day

2 May

Belfast Zoo

Enjoy energetic dance, song and drumming in performances at 11am and 2pm. Visit the ‘faces of Africa’ exhibition and follow our trail to find out about our African animals.

Call 9077 6277 ext 207 or go to www.belfastzoo.co.uk

The Tudor Century

From 3 May (five or week course)

Ulster Museum

Take part in an informative and enjoyable course on the Tudor dynasty, which produced some of the great British stories, from six wives and phantom pregnancies to a Virgin Queen.

Call 9044 0017 or email colleen.watters@nmni.com

June

The War Years – archive screening

15 June, 1-2pm

Linenhall Library

Northern Ireland Screen will show footage from the Digital Film Archive covering The War Years in Northern Ireland.

Call 9032 1707 or email info@linenhall.com

Dockers - Martin Lynch

11 June - 10 July

The Lyric Theatre

A vibrant recreation of Belfast’s docklands in the 1960s, as one man’s idealism confronts tribal politics.

Call 9038 1081 or go to www.lyrictheatre.co.uk

Belfast Titanic Maritime Festival

24-26 June

Queen’s Quay

Ahoy me hearties! Come down to Queen’s Quay for a fun filled day out for all the family with ships and stalls, music and dancing, pirates and performers!

Call 9024 6609 or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events

Get the new Belfast Waterfront and Ulster Hall entertainment guide.

Call the box office on 9033 4455

