Route description
A short walk through an historic park on surfaced
paths with some gradual hills.

Distance
0.6 miles 0.9 km.

Average Time
20mins.

Access
By bus - Metro Services: 11A-D.

By car - No parking in the park. Pedestrian
entrances at Woodvale Road, Woodvale Avenue
and Ballygomartain Road.
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History

Woodvale Park became
Belfast’s fourth public park
when it opened in 1888.
The land was bought by
Belfast Corporation from
Reverend Glover. He had
lived in a house called
Woodville, that once stood
in the park.

The park was due to be
called Shankill Park, but
the name was changed to
Woodvale at the last
minute. The opening was
set for 3.00pm on Saturday
18 August 1888. By
3.35pm the dignitaries had
not turned up and so one
of the rangers took the key
and opened the gates to
admit the large crowd.

The park included a large
pond, which was used by
local people in wintertime
for skating. Cricket was
first played in the park in
1894, although the
authorities were wary of
possible injury to other
park users. The pond was
filled in after the Second
World War and a children’s
playground established in
its place.






