*Advice

Route description*
This route climbs up the Cave Hill over unsurfaced
paths and gives breathtaking views over Belfast.

Distance
4.5 miles 7.2 km.

Average Time
2 hrs 30 mins. — 3 hrs.

Access

By bus - Belfast Castle and Hazelwood entrance;
Metro Services: 1A-1H (Mon-Sat) 1C-1E, 1H (Sun),
Carr’s Glen; 12, 61.

By car - Car parking at Belfast Castle, Belfast Zoo
(Hazelwood), Upper Cavehill Road, and Upper
Hightown Road.

Suitable warm outdoor clothing should be worn when visiting Cave Hill.
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Look out for

e Kkestrels, peregrines and buzzards flying overhead.
e wild orchids on the heathland on top of the hill.

History

There are many signs from
the past illustrating man’s
long association with Cave
Hill. These include a stone
cairn on the summit; a
crannog or lake dwelling
(now part of the zoo); several
raths and ringforts; McArt’'s
fort and Belfast Castle.

The Belfast Castle Estate
was donated to Belfast by
the Donegall family. Various
parcels of land were
acquired by Belfast City
Council to make up Cave
Hill Country Park.

e some of the animals within Belfast Zoo visible from certain parts of the hill!

For more information see the Cave Hill Country Park and Belfast Castle leaflets.






