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Route description*

This route explores a beautiful wilderness above Belfast with
fine views over the city, following both surfaced and
unsurfaced paths with some steep hills.

Distance
Black Mountain 3.6 miles 6 km return.
Divis Mountain a further 1.4 miles 2.3 km.

Average Time
1hr 45 mins 2 hrs.

Access

By bus - Ulsterbus No 106 Belfast to Crumlin via
Hannahstown; get off at Upper Springfield Road and walk
0.6miles (0.9km) along Divis Road.

By car - Take M1 to junction 2 Stockmans Lane for A55
Outer Ring (Falls). Continue over 2 roundabouts and from
dual carriageway turn left to Upper Springfield Road.
Continue for 2.5 miles turning left into Divis Road. After a
short distance the car park is on your left opposite the
entrance to the mountain.

Suitable warm outdoor clothing should be worn when visiting Divis and the Black Mountain.




History

There is lots of evidence of
early settlements on Divis.
There are at least four
Bronze Age burial cairns,
along with the site of an
earlier megalithic tomb.
Prehistoric hut sites survive
along with two curious
stone walled enclosures,
2 one of which may be early
Black I_zl,' Christian period in date.
Mounta',n' In 1828 the peak was used
as a site for the Drummond
limelight, a very bright light
which was used to start the
Ordnance Survey mapping
of Ireland.

The site was officially
closed to the public for 50
years when it was owned
by the Ministry of Defence.
The communication centre
on the top of Divis was
originally used in the Cold
War and later during the
troubles. The site was also
used as a training area for
the army.

Look out for
e skylarks, stonechats, snipe and peregrine falcons.
e archaeological remains on the site.

e former Ministry Of Defence buildings.

For more information see the National Trust Divis and Black Mountain leaflet.






