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Gather the children around the tree and ask them if they can find anything along its 

branches which they have not found on other trees. Hopefully they will point out that it has 

thorns – this should help the pupils decide what tree it is. For this reason, do not let the 

children hug the tree. Perhaps, if they are very careful, they may touch the thorns gently. 

Ask the pupils why they think the hawthorn tree has thorns. It is to provide it with 

protection. 

Hold a leaf up to show the pupils the shape. Ask them to describe it. It is one of the 

smallest leaves the children will find on their field trip. Some children may find it similar in 

appearance to the oak leaf. To show them the differences, it is recommended that an oak 

leaf and hawthorn leaf be held up at the same time to show the differences. 

Ask the pupils if they can see anything growing on the tree which would provide food for 

wildlife. They should be able to point out the red berries. The proper name for the berry is 

‘haw’, hence the name, ‘Hawthorn’. 

Explain to the group that the haws are an excellent source of food for birds, especially 

thrushes. In a similar way to the holly, the bird will eat the berry, fly to a new part of the 

park and pop the seed out once it goes to the toilet. 
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The Watch this Space project aims to encourage children to enjoy their local park and open spaces



