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2.0 Overview of the POP Consultation and Engagement Process  

 
2.1 In accordance with the SCI, the emphasis for the POP consultation and engagement process 

was to ensure it was meaningful, inclusive and fit for purpose.  The SCI sets out a number of 
actions that are shown in the text boxes below. This report outlines how the LDP POP 
preparation and publication has co mplied with these actions.  

 
Steering Group 
 

The SCI States:  
Set up a steering group comprising of council members, with the Chief Executive, Director of 
Planning and Place or Planning Manager.  This is the high-level co-ordinating body that will ensure 
overview and strategic input on behalf of the whole community, as well as from the planning 
professionals. 

 
2.2 A steering group was set up to govern the LDP, comprising of council members  and the Chief 

Executive, the Director of Place and Economy and/or the Planning Manager.  The Steering 
Group is a high-level co-ordinating body that ensures overview and strategic input on behalf 
of the whole communit y.  The Steering group also included representation from key 
stakeholders/government departments.  Extensive public consultations and engagement were 
carried out during the POP stage of the LDP development. This was followed by a sustained 
period of engagement with statutory and other stakeholders in the development of draft 
policies in the dPS. Stakeholder participation is an important part of the process of preparing 
the LDP.  The steering group Terms of Reference (Appendix 1) sets out the purpose of the 
steering group, role of the council , role of stakeholders, methods of working and governance.  
Meetings commenced in September 2016 and have continued throughout the LDP process.  

 
Project Management Team 
 

The SCI States: 
Set up a project management team comprising senior council officers, the Principal Planning 
Officer and invite representation from the key sta tutory/government departments.  The purpose 
of the team is to ensure key consultees co-operate in the plan making process. The project 
management team will be consulted on, and act as the screening and scoping group for the 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA), including Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Equality 
Impact Assessment (EQIA). 

 
2.3 A project management team was set up comprising of senior council officers, the principal 

planning officer and invited representatives who attended the  steering group and thematic 
working groups when required  from the key statutory/govern ment departments. Further 
details of all working group meetings throughout the POP and dPS process can be found at 
Appendix 2. Senior officer weekly meetings have occurred continuously throughout the LDP 
process, attended by the development Planning & Policy Manager, Principal Planning Officer 
and Senior Planning Officers.  These meetings included consideration of the general 
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2.5 Written invitation was sent to the key consultees to discuss key strategic issues that the LDP 
should address. An example of a letter t hat was sent to key consultees is appended at 
Appendix 5.  

 
Section 75 Groups 
 

The SCI States: 
Under represented (Section 75) groups will be invited to identify whether there are any types of 
planning policies which are likely to have a significant impact on the groups they represent.  They 
will also be provided opportunity to identify any particular issues or ne eds which they feel the plan 
should address.  Where requested, this can be done through a face to face meeting with a planning 
official.  Any comments received will be taken into account when screening and scoping the EqIA. 

 
2.6 The council held a number of events primarily focused at unrepresented groups including 

S75 groups, inner city groups and other community groups.  For example , targeted and 
drop-in events were held in Glengall Street and in council offices to discuss relevant planning 
concerns.  Engagement with underrepresented groups helped to id entify keys issues or 
potential policy that could help to address their particular needs. 

 
Sustainability Appraisals 
 

The SCI States: 
The Scoping Report of the Sustainability Appraisal, incorporating Strategic Environmental 
Assessment, will be sent to the statutory consultation body (Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)) and if necessary, the Department may be requested to 
undertake trans-boundary consultation with the Republic of Ire land. 

 
2.7 The Scoping Report of the Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating Strategic Environmental 

Assessment) was sent in November 2016 to the statutory consultation body NIEA (Department 
of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA).   

  



https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.aspx?lID=28225&sID=25217
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol-environment/Planning/pop.aspx
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See document BCC-DPS SAS- Self-Assessment of Soundness, section: Regulation Tests. 
 
Public Meetings 
 

The SCI States: 
Hold public meetings and exhibitions with drop -in sessions throughout the city. 

 
3.3 The council held 66 workshops and similar events at a variety of locations across the city, 

including with statutory partners, organisations, professional bodies and community groups 
(see Appendix 3). This supplemented the council party briefings and committees during  the 
POP stage and up to and f ollowing t he publication of the dPS, through to the close of the 
public consultation period in November 2018. 

 
Write to Key Consultees and Elected Members 
 

The SCI States: 
Write to key consultees and elected members providing them with a copy of the POP and inviting 
them to: attend the launch; provide comments within 12 weeks; inform them of the public 
meetings, exhibition and drop -in information sessions. 

 
See document BCC-DPS SAS- Self-Assessment of Soundness, section: Regulation Tests. 
 
Write to local community groups and under -represented (Section 75) groups 
 
The SCI States: 
Write to local community groups and under -represented (Section 75) groups providing them with 
a copy of the POP and inviting them to: comment within 12 weeks; attend the public meet ings, 
exhibition and drop -in information sessions and offering the opportunity of a meeting with a 
planning officer to record their views.  

 
3.4 In line with the revised SCI the plan and supporting evidence was made available 4 weeks in 

advance of the statutor y 8 week consultation period, which ran from 20 September 2018 to 15 
November 2018.  The council also conducted media and social media coverage of the dPS, this 
also included overage on other websites/articles releases (See Appendix 4).  Compliance with 
this is also illustrated in document BCC-DPS SAS- Self-Assessment of Soundness, section: 
Regulation Tests. 

 
Notify All Those within Our Planning and Policy Stakeholder Database 
 

The SCI States: 
We will notify all those within our Planning and Policy stakehol der database of the release of the 
Preferred Options Paper. 

  



http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.aspx?lID=22988&sID=18628
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Further to the statutory 8 week period referred to above and in the interests of facilitating and 
encouraging public participation, the draft plan documents will be published 4 weeks in advanc e 
of the statutory 8 -week period. Whilst submissions cannot be accepted during this initial 4 -week 
period, it will allow interested parties additional time to view the documents.  
 
Make the draft Plan Strategy, the Sustainability Appraisal, including the Environmental Report and 
Equality Report and the Public Consultation Report, available on the council website and at our 
planning office and provide hard copies, upon request, at a specified price 
 
Hold a launch and exhibition to announce the publication of  the draft plan and issue press 
releases.  
 
Hold public exhibitions where Belfast Planning Service officers will be available to answer queries. 
 
Write to key consultees and elected members informing them of the publication of the draft Plan 
Strategy and providing them with a copy; the dates of the public exhibitions; the eight week period 
and closing date for representations.  
 
We will notify all those within our Planning and Policy stakeholder database of the release of the 
draft Plan Strategy.  
 
Write to  all who submitted a representation informing them of the publication of the draft Plan 
Strategy and accompanying documents including the Public Consultation Report; advise how they 
can view or obtain copies; the dates of the public exhibitions; the eight week period and closing 
date for representations. 
 
Representations will be reported to elected members before being forwarded to the Department 
and an independent examination is held.  
 
Make copies of representations available for inspection in the planning office and on the council 
website;  
 
Write to key consultees and elected members, informing them that representations are available 
for inspection and the places and times at which they can be inspected;  
 
Issue a public notice in the local newspapers for two weeks, Belfast Gazette and on the website 
detailing the availability of representations for inspection and the eight week period, including 
closing date, for counter- representations. 
 
Make the counter-representations available on the council website and at our planning office for 
inspection;  
 
Report counter representations to elected members before forwarding them to the Department.  
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Appendix 1- LDP Steering Group TOR   
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Appendix 2- Working Group Meetings 
 

Date Topic 

04.03.16 Interim Belfast Metropolitan 
Transport plan Project Initiation 
Workshop 

23.03.17 Local Development Plan Steering 
groups 

30.08.17 Housing 

4.09.17 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 

13.09.17 Housing 

17.09.17 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 

20.09.17 Housing 

22.09.17 Retail working Group 

27.09.17 Green and Active working Groups 

04.10.17 Transport & Infrastructure -
Transport working Group 

04.10.17 Housing 

09.10.17 Urban Design - Role of the 
working group/ terms of 
reference  

18.10.17 Housing 

25.10.17 Waste working group 

25.10.17 Green and Active working Groups 

26.10.17 Water & Sewerage Working 
Group 

27.10.17 Housing 

30.10.17 Urban Design - General principles 
of urban design/ Local 
distinctiveness  

01.11.17  Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group - Meeting and pre 
meeting 

03.11.17 Internal Stakeholders 
Infrastructure Plan Meeting  

07.11.17 Employment bilateral meetings  

8.11.17 Green and Active working Groups 

13.11.17 Housing 

14.11.17 Tall buildings/ archaeology and 
the built heritage  

19.11.17 NI Retail Development Group 
Meeting 

23.11.17 Housing 

28.11.17 Energy efficient design/ arterial 
routes  

30.11.17 Local Development Plan Steering 
groups 

30.11.17 NIEA 

07.12.17 Green and active working groups 

09.01.18 Draft Developer Contributions 
Framework feedback from 
Planning Policy team  

26.01.18 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 

08.02.18 Urban Capacity Study  

13.04.18 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 

16.04.18 Housing 

05.06.18 Infrastructure study scope of 
work  

29.06.18 Bradford Council Information 
session  

17.08.18 Local Development Plan Steering 
groups 

03.09.18   Residential design and city centre 
living 

04.09.18   Settlement strategy/ new homes 
and affordable housing / housing 
mix 

05.09.18 Shared housing and specialist 
accommodation 

10.09.18 Update on dPS urban design and 
built heritage policies  

17.09.18 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 

13.09.18 Economy - Retail 

14.09.18  Water and Sewerage working 
group 

14.09.18   Bi-lateral meeting Invest NI 

17.09.18 Green and Active working Groups 

18.09.18 Environmental resilience 

19.09.18 Transport Working Group 

24.09.18 Minerals working Group 

27.09.18 Waste Working group 

17.10.18 Ards and North Down Council 
Special Planning Committee 

20.11.18 Local Development Plan Steering 
groups 

03.12.18 Metropolitan Area Spatial 
working Group 
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31 Waste Working 

Group 

 27.0918 

32 Planning Lecture UU   27.09.18 

33 PPTO WORKING 

GROUP MID AND 

EAST 

 28.09.18 

34 LDP team and DMT 

meeting  

 1.10.18 

35 Belfast Healthy Cities  3.10.18 

36 Royal Institute of 

Chartered Surveyors 

(RICS) - Gerry Millar 

presented 

3.10.18 

37 Royal Ulster 

Architectural Society 

 4.10.18 

38 John Simpson, 

Housing Association - 

meeting as 

requested by CX 

 5.10.18 

39 Festivals Forum 

Steering Group 

Meeting 

 5.10.18 

40 Sustainable Water 

Strategy - Workshop 

with DfI 

 8.10.18 

41 West Belfast 

Partnership Board 

 9.10.18 

42 Planning Industry 

Workshop 

 10.10.18  

43 GBBCA Consultative 

Committee (George 

Best Belfast City 

Airport) 

 10.10.18 

44 Inner South 

Neighbourhood 

Partnership 

 11.10.18 

45 Equality Consultative 

Forum 

 11.10.18 

46 NI Federation of 

Housing Associations 

, Annual conference 

12.10.18 

47 NI Environment Link 

- Belfast Agenda & 

LDP Event – Task 

Force Group 

12.10.18 

48 NIHE, staff event 12.10.18 

49 Equality Commission 

Session 

12.10.18 

50 Forward South 

Partnership Board 

meeting  

16.10.18 

51 Edenderry Residents' 

Association 

 16.10.18 

52 University of Ulster  17.10.18 

53 Special Planning 

Committee - Ards 

and North Down 

17.10.18 

54 Royal Institute of 

Chartered Surveyors 

(RICS)  

18.10.18 

55 PLACE - Open House 

Belfast Architecture 

Festival. 

19.10.18 

56 Belfast Civic Trust 22.10.18 

57 Landlords 

Association for NI – 

Wellington Park 

Hotel 

24.10.18 

58 Place & Economy 

Insights 

23.10.18 

59 BCC Draft Plan 

Strategy - Translink 

24.10.18 

60 Ligoniel 

Improvement 

Association 

25.10.18 

61 Corporate Policy Unit 

- Lunchtime Forum, 

LDP 

26.10.18 

62 Turley LDP Meeting  26.10.18 

63 Be Prepared Event, 

Finaghy Community 

Centre 

30.10.18 

64 NICVA Event LDP and 

Developer 

contributions 

Framework 

1.11.18 

65 CO3 Health and 

Wellbeing Meeting 

13.11.18 

66 Sustrans Information 

Session 

13.11.18 



https://www.thegazette.co.uk/all-notices/notice?text=belfast+local+development+plan&location-distance-1=1&service=all-notices&categorycode-all=all&numberOfLocationSearches=1&results-page-size=100
http://www.sinnfein.ie/contents/50722
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/draft-local-plan-strategy-for-belfast-published
http://www.gravisplanning.com/news/view/64/next-stage-of-belfasts-local-development-plan-unveiled
http://pragmaplanning.com/belfast-city-council-launches-draft-plan-strategy/
http://pragmaplanning.com/belfast-city-council-launches-draft-plan-strategy/
https://www.propertyweek.com/news/belfast-plans-nearly-32000-homes-by-2035/5098390.article
https://www.propertyweek.com/news/belfast-plans-nearly-32000-homes-by-2035/5098390.article
http://www.nicva.org/event/information-event-belfast-local-development-plan-and-draft-developer-contributions-framework
http://www.nicva.org/event/information-event-belfast-local-development-plan-and-draft-developer-contributions-framework
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/Belfast-LDP-consultation-events
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/Belfast-LDP-consultation-events
https://www.nifha.org/wp-content/uploads/Dermot-O-Kane.pdf
https://www.womeninbusinessni.com/News/Member-News/Plans-unveiled-for-next-stage-of-Belfast-s-Local-Development-Plan.aspx
https://www.womeninbusinessni.com/News/Member-News/Plans-unveiled-for-next-stage-of-Belfast-s-Local-Development-Plan.aspx
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1491148/belfast-draft-local-plan-includes-anti-sectarian-community-cohesion-policy
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1491148/belfast-draft-local-plan-includes-anti-sectarian-community-cohesion-policy
https://www.turley.co.uk/comment/belfast-local-development-plan-draft-plan-strategy
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18 October 2018. LANI consultation event 
article and soundness animation 

CEFNI article on response to draft Plan Strategy 

19 September 2018 Volunteer Now 
consultation event information 

21 September Belfast Telegraph Article 

1 October 2018 Volunteer Now Newsletter RSUA advertising event on 4 October 2018 

23 October 2018 Brown O'Connor article on 
LDPdPS 

1 November 2018 NICVA Event 

15 November 2018 CIH NI response to BCC 
draft plan strategy  

20 November 2018 Article in the Belfast 
Telegraph 

https://www.lani.org.uk/lani-meeting-local-development-plan-wed-24-october-2018-wellington-park-hotel-7pm/
https://www.lani.org.uk/lani-meeting-local-development-plan-wed-24-october-2018-wellington-park-hotel-7pm/
https://www.cefni.co.uk/news/federation-submits-its-response-to-belfast-city-councils-draft-developer-co
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/fs/doc/VConnect_19Sept18.pdf
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/fs/doc/VConnect_19Sept18.pdf
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/belfast-telegraph/20180921/281964608634710
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/news/item/487/vconnect-and-vtraining-enewsletters/
http://www.rsua.org.uk/events-specific.aspx?dataid=1269517
https://brownoconnor.com/blog/2018/10/23/belfast-city-council-draft-plan-strategy-where-is-it-in-the-system
https://brownoconnor.com/blog/2018/10/23/belfast-city-council-draft-plan-strategy-where-is-it-in-the-system
http://www.nicva.org/event/information-event-belfast-local-development-plan-and-draft-developer-contributions-framework
http://www.cih.org/publication-free/display/vpathDCR/templatedata/cih/publication-free/data/NI/CIH_NI_response_to_BCC_draft_plan_strategy
http://www.cih.org/publication-free/display/vpathDCR/templatedata/cih/publication-free/data/NI/CIH_NI_response_to_BCC_draft_plan_strategy
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/analysis/belfast-must-show-greater-ambition-in-plan-for-future-37536417.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/analysis/belfast-must-show-greater-ambition-in-plan-for-future-37536417.html
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